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Education
Ph.D.	Department of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences 		Graduated May 2014 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (Little Rock, AR)
B.S.	Microbiology								Graduated May 2009
Mississippi State University (Starkville, MS)
Experience
	Assistant Professor, Department of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
Instructor, Department of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
Postdoctoral Research, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
Mentors: Gwen V. Childs, Ph.D. and Angus MacNicol, Ph.D.	            
	2019-Present

2018- Present

2014- 2018

	Graduate Research, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
Mentor: Gwen V. Childs, Ph.D.	
	2010-2014

	Undergraduate Research, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
Mentor: Edgar Garcia-Rill, Ph.D.	
	2007-2009

	Undergraduate Research, Mississippi State University
Mentor: Lisa Wallace, Ph.D.	
	2007-2008


Research and Professional Interests
My current research interests lie at the intersection of metabolism and reproduction.  Women who have nutritional challenges are known to have an increased risk of reproductive issues, including difficulty becoming pregnant complications with pregnancy.  I am particularly interested in how metabolism is integrated into the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis.  My current research is focused on the role of leptin signaling in the reproductive cells of the pituitary, the gonadotropes.  Our most recent work describing the role of a novel translational regulator in the pituitary has garnered much attention from our endocrinology peers.  My research goals center on these molecular mechanisms involving translation in the gonadotrope and how they regulate whole-animal physiology with relation to reproduction.  I am currently developing my teaching skills by creating interactive learning units and leading discussion-based classes in our department’s Neuroendocrinology course.
Affiliations/Memberships
	The Endocrine Society	
	

	Women in Endocrinology	
	



Honors and Awards
	Winner, Judge’s Choice and Audience Choice, Endocrine Society Knockout Rounds “Why Science 			Matters” competition. Endocrine Society meeting, Chicago, IL USA. (March 2018).
Presidential Poster Competition Participant, chosen based on a top-scoring abstract.  Poster featured with 	a 5-minute poster talk.  Endocrine Society meeting, Chicago, IL USA. (March 2018).  
Presidential Poster Competition Participant, chosen based on a top-scoring abstract.  Endocrine Society 	meeting, Orlando, FL. (April 2017).
Presidential Poster Competition Participant, chosen based on a top-scoring abstract. Endocrine Society 	meeting, San Francisco, CA USA. (June 2013).  
Outstanding Abstract Award.  Endocrine Society meeting, San Francisco, CA USA. (June 2013).
Early Career Forum Travel Award.  Endocrine Society meeting, San Francisco, CA USA. (June 2013).
Overall Winner, Student Research Day.  University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences “Student Research 	Day” poster competition.  Little Rock, AR.  (2013). 
First Place Winner, Poster competition, General Biomedical Sciences Category.  SE Regional IDeA 	Meeting, Little Rock, AR.  (November 2013).  

Research Support
1R01HD087057-02			G.V. Childs and A. MacNicol			08/15/2016-08/14/2021
“Post-transcriptional Pathways that Signal Leptin Regulation of Gonadotropes”
The goals of this study are to determine the role of leptin in the cyclic regulation of GnRHR protein expression.  Potential mediators will be scrutinized, including miRNAs and translational regulators.  Using transgenic animal models, the repercussions of a gonadotrope-specific leptin receptor knockout will be determined with respect to subfertility, changes in LH surge regulation, and diminished responses to GnRH. 
Role: Co-Investigator


Editorial Work
Early Career Reviewer Board for Endocrinology		      		      January 2019-December 2020 

Teaching Experience
Special Topics: Neuroendocrinology								           Fall 2018 University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
	I created interactive learning units and test questions for seven classes, leading class discussions for each.  
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