THE COLLEGE OF MEDICINE HONORS IN RESEARCH PROGRAM

Class of 2024 (draft 1/11/19)
The College of Medicine supports an Honors in Research Program for medical students who desire to study an area of the health sciences in depth.  The Honors in Research Program consists of a research project requiring an equivalent of six months research, preparation of a report in manuscript form in a style suitable for submission to a peer review journal, and presentation/participation at the COM 3MT and/or Student Research Day.  This presentation could be either oral or poster depending on the event format.  The time requirement may be discontinuous, may end up being multiple projects, and may include time expended in the analysis/presentation of data and manuscript preparation.  Students who satisfactorily complete the requirements will be designated as Honors Graduates on their College of Medicine transcripts, Commencement/Convocation programs, and on their diplomas as graduates with “Honors in Research”.  Ideally, students will apply and spend the first summer working on the mentored research project, However, entrance into the program is open to any student prior to September 1 of their sophomore year who have identified an area of special interest.  They are encouraged to seek a faculty sponsor to assist them in defining an area of study.    







Stipend
This year with very generous support from the Translational Research Institute, we will be able to offer a much larger number of summer stipends.  These stipends will be awarded on a competitive basis in the amount of $3,000 for students to conduct research the summer between the freshman (M1) and sophomore (M2) year.  
The faculty sponsor will supply research space and supplies for the student’s research project.

Summary of Requirements for completion:
Total time commitment of 6 months while in medical school. 3 months credit for first summer research experience.

and

The research project must be presented at Student Research Day as either a poster presentation or participating in the 3 MT competition.  The last time this can be done is during the spring of the junior year.  2 weeks credit are allowed for participation in SRD.
and

The student must prepare a report summarizing the research in manuscript form in a style acceptable for submission to a peer review journal OR ALTERNATIVELY a copy of a publication that includes the student as a co-author.  This report/manuscript is due by the end of the first semester of the senior year.  Documentation must be submitted to Dr. McGehee and Dr. Rhee electronically.  4 weeks credit are allowed for completion of report/manuscript.

and
Completing the above requirements leave a balance of 6 weeks of research activity that can be completed at any time between the start of the second year (M2) and December of the senior M4 year.  In completing this final 6 weeks, students have found time to interact with mentors during holidays, breaks, etc, and many have chosen to complete a senior research elective.

The Project
There are no restrictions on the type of project that may be undertaken.  The only requirement is that each project contains an element of originality.  In those cases where a student participated in an ongoing project, he/she must assume responsibility for a portion in which he/she is involved.  

Completion of the Honors Program
For recognition as an Honor in Research graduate, ALL requirements must be completed by the end of the first semester of the senior year in order to certify to the Dean of the College of Medicine that the student has completed requirements for graduation with honors.

 Application to the Honors in Research Program
Upon receipt of the invitation to participate in Honors, the student should:

· Complete the interest-to-participate form online: https://j.mp/3qmtOYd
· Identify a faculty sponsor who will serve as the advisor throughout the Honors Program.
https://medicine.uams.edu/students/student-research/
· Complete the agreement-to-participate form online when opened in March. Sponsor’s contact information should be included in this form.
· The application to Honors should be completed and submitted prior to May 1, 2020. 
· If the deadline of May 1 passes and it turns out that you did end up doing research in this first summer, and your summer mentor is willing to help you complete the requirements, please contact Dr. McGehee or Dr. Rhee to get an application filled out.

· Dates for eligibility decision for Summer Stipends are to be determined. You will be notified of the decision by email. If you choose to accept one of the Summer Stipends, you will fill out the acceptance form. Please also let us know if you decline the Stipend so it can be awarded to someone else. 
Any UAMS faculty member who is engaged in research is eligible to serve as a faculty sponsor to an Honors student.  Feel free to contact any faculty member to meet with and discuss potential opportunities.  If you need assistance in identifying a faculty sponsor, please contact Dr. McGehee or Dr. Rhee.
