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Jennifer Long is executive director of the Children’s Protection Cen-
ter in Little Rock. The center saw a more than 25% increase in the 
number of children served in 2020.
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Thomas Metthe)

Nonprofits that provide 
services to child abuse vic-
tims saw a more than 40% 
increase in children served 
in 2020 over 2019, data shows.

The Children’s Advoca-
cy Centers of Arkansas al-
so dealt with more cases of 
physical abuse and neglect in 
2020, likely a result of stress-
es from the covid-19 pandem-
ic, organization leaders said. 
The 17 centers across the 
state serve as places for chil-

dren to visit for interviews 
after allegations of abuse, for 
access to therapy and for ed-
ucation about child maltreat-
ment, among other services.

In 2019, the centers served 
about 7,000 kids. In 2020, 
they served about 10,000, ac-
cording to numbers provided 
by Elizabeth Pulley, executive 
director of the Children’s Ad-
vocacy Centers of Arkansas. 

While Pulley largely at-
tributed the increase to more 
awareness of the centers’ 
work, instances of physical 

abuse were up from 2019, 
she said. Every director in-
terviewed said his or her cen-
ter saw more physical abuse 
cases in 2020 than in 2019.

Even with the increases, 
sexual abuse comprised most 
of the cases for the centers,
Pulley said.

“We definitely saw an 
increase of physical abuse 
during the pandemic, and 
we believe it was connected
with people being at home
and a lot of stresses during

Child abuse centers
note rise in ’20 cases

Nurses help a patient prepare for eye surgery Saturday at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences’ Jones Eye Institute in 
Little Rock. More photos at arkansasonline.com/425eyes/.
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Stephen Swofford)

A day for disposal

Officer Tracy Brandon of the Little Rock Police Department empties a bag of unused drugs during 
the Arkansas Prescription Drug Take-Back Day event Saturday next to the Kroger Marketplace 
on Cantrell Road. More than 100 pounds of unused drugs was collected at the Cantrell location.
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Staci Vandagriff)

Islanders treated to clearer vision
Free UAMS surgeries remove cataracts for 20 Marshallese

Libos Gold tried to get the 
medical insurance she needed 
for cataract surgery in 2018 but 
could not get it, she said.

Gold is a native of the 
Marshall Islands and moved 
in 2000 to Northwest Arkan-
sas, home of the largest Mar-
shallese population in the 
United States. She is one of 
about 20 Marshallese Arkan-
sans who received free cata-
ract surgery Saturday at the 
University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences’ Jones Eye 
Institute in Little Rock.

“I want to thank God for 
every plan that he plans and 
thank UAMS for doing this,” 
Gold said through a translator 
shortly before her surgery.

Providing surgeries, trans-
portation and food took 
months of planning and co-
ordination from a variety of 
entities, said Paul Phillips, the 
chairman of UAMS’ ophthal-
mology department and the 
director of the Harvey and 
Bernice Jones Eye Institute. 
The project required volunteer 
medical professionals, donat-
ed medical equipment and 
bus drivers to shuttle patients 

between Northwest Arkansas 
and Little Rock.

“If any of these things didn’t 
happen, the project wouldn’t 
happen,” Phillips said. “It took 
every single one of these things 
to work. As I planned this over 
three months, it was literally 
week by week, ‘What’s going 
to sink this project?’”

Marshallese workers in 
the United States live here le-
gally and pay U.S. taxes, and 
U.S. Census estimates show 
that Arkansas is home to an 
estimated 15,000 Marshallese, 
most of them in Northwest 
Arkansas.

Marshallese were eligible 
for Medicaid, a federal health 
insurance program for the 
poor and disabled, until a 1996 
change in federal law inadver-
tently took away their eligibil-
ity. The Northwest Arkansas 
UAMS campus has a nonprofit 
clinic that treats the region’s 
low-income families, which in-
clude many Marshallese, and 
the doctors there found that 
several Marshallese patients 
had cataracts but could not 
afford surgery to remove them.

“They’re walking around 
with treatable conditions that 

LR uses
firm tied
to staffer
for event
But no payments
made, she asserts

The city of Little Rock 
paid at least $3,225 to hold 
Mayor Frank Scott Jr.’s State 
of the City address virtually
this year, records show.

Among the expens-
es were a performance of
the national anthem by a 
local band as well as lay-
out, editing and design 
services for Scott’s speech
that were billed at $100 an 
hour, according to invoices
obtained by the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette.

Additionally, The Design 
Group — the local market-
ing and public relations 
firm where chief mayoral
spokeswoman Stephanie 
Jackson and her husband 
Myron are employed —
was credited with produc-
tion elements of the virtual
broadcast.

A Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request for city
records did not reveal pay-
ments to the company. The 
Design Group was credit-
ed with “art direction and 
design” in the credits of
the State of the City virtu-
al broadcast, which aired 
March 25.

According to Jackson, 
The Design Group was not 
compensated for work on
the State of the City broad-
cast.

Jackson said she is a 
part-time employee of the
city and simultaneously 
serves as director of public 

Group releases list of countries persecuting religious people

WASHINGTON — People 
of faith are facing persecution 
around the globe, with “sys-
tematic, ongoing and egregious 
violations” of human rights oc-
curring in 14 nations, according 
to the U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom.

The list, released Wednes-
day, included five of the world’s 

most populated countries: Chi-
na, India, Pakistan, Nigeria and 
Russia.

Nine others were also des-
ignated as “countries of partic-
ular concern:” Burma, Eritrea, 
Iran, North Korea, Saudi Ara-
bia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Syria and Vietnam.

Twelve other countries 
where persecution was also 
noted were placed on a “spe-

cial watch list”: Cuba, Nica-
ragua, Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Azerbaijan, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 
Turkey and Uzbekistan.

Commission member 
James Carr, a former Harding 
University executive vice pres-
ident from Searcy, said all 26 
nations have practiced or per-
mitted religious persecution.

“The countries of particular 

concern would be the worst of 
the worst,” he added.

In some nations, Christians 
are the primary target. In oth-
ers, Muslims have borne the 
brunt.

The commission, estab-
lished by the International Re-
ligious Freedom Act of 1998, 
describes itself as an “indepen-
dent, bipartisan federal gov-
ernment entity established by 

the U.S. Congress to monitor,
analyze and report on threats
to religious freedom abroad.”

The organization does not
favor any particular faith or
creed. Rather, it seeks to safe-
guard religious liberty.

“I think it’s important that
people have the right to wor-
ship as they please — or not
worship,” Carr said Wednes-

LR School District
announces details
of digital academy

The Little Rock School 
District’s plan for offering kin-
dergarten-through-12th grade 
students a remote, online in-
structional program now has 
a name and an initial student 
registration deadline.

May 3 is the deadline for 
parents to indicate their inter-
est in enrolling their students 
in the Ignite Digital Academy 
for either elementary or sec-
ondary grades for the upcom-
ing 2021-22 school year.

The new digital academy 
is a byproduct of the pandem-
ic-induced virtual instruction 
that occurred in the Little 

Rock district and throughout
the state starting in March
2020 and going through the
current school year.

School districts scrambled
in March 2020 to distribute
Chromebook computers and
hot spots to students when
Gov. Asa Hutchinson closed
schools to on-site instruction
in an effort to slow the spread
of the potentially deadly virus.
The remote instruction con-
tinued for thousands of stu-
dents in this current school
year.

About 21% of the state’s
more than 470,000 students —
or more than 97,000 students

Holocaust
studies get
spotlight

On April 8, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson signed into 
law Act 611, which requires 
public schools to teach 
Holocaust history to 
Arkansas students grades 
five-12.

The date was significant. 
April 8 of this year was 
Yom HaShoah, Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, a 
national memorial day in 
Israel in recognition of the 
6 million Jews and 5 million 
others who died under Nazi 
Germany’s state-sponsored 
persecution.

The act was introduced 
as Senate Bill 160 by Sen. 
Bart Hester, R-Cave Springs, 
and co-sponsored by Rep. 
DeAnn Vaught, R-Horatio. 
It unanimously passed in 
the 35-member Senate and 
90-0 in the 100-member 
House.

In 2019, the number of 
anti-Semitic incidents in the 
U.S. surged to its highest 
level since 1979, with more 
than 2,100 acts of assault, 
vandalism and harassment, 
according to the Anti-
Defamation League.

Teaching children about 
the Holocaust can help to 
combat neo-Nazism, says 
Barry Brown, a retired 
exercise science professor 
and researcher at the 
University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, and member 
of the Springdale-based 
Holocaust Education 
Committee.

“The only way we can 
really, truly eliminate hate 
is if kids are exposed to 
the Holocaust — why and 
how it was caused, what 
caused it — so it will not be 
repeated.”

The 78-year-old Brown, 
who is Jewish, grew up 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. His 
cousin survived a German 
concentration camp.

“He told us all about 
that, and this was back 
in the ’50s before many 
survivors would even talk 
about it,” Brown says.

In 2018, Brown brought 
Pieter Kohnstam, a 
Holocaust survivor whose 
babysitter was Anne Frank 
— yes, that Anne Frank — 
to be the keynote speaker at 
the Holocaust committee’s 
27th annual conference.

Kohnstam, who lives in 
Venice, Fla., is an advocate 
for Holocaust education. In 
a May 19, 2019, Democrat-
Gazette article about an 
exhibit of Anne Frank 
photographs in North Little 
Rock, he said:

“There is a phenomenal 
amount of people who 
don’t know the Holocaust 
existed. We hope that 
superintendents and 
government officials initiate 
teaching, by law, that not 
only the Holocaust existed 
but also about standing 
up against genocide and 
racism.”

After the article 
ran, Brown said he was 
approached by his friend 
and former Arkansas 
Razorbacks baseball 
coach Norm DeBriyn, 
who connected him with 
Hester. Brown started 
the Holocaust Education 
Living Proposal Committee, 
supporters reached out 
from other parts of the 
state, letters were sent and 
the legislation took shape.

“It just steamrolled,” 
Brown says.

But work is just 
beginning, he adds.

“We have to stay in close 
touch with the Arkansas 
Department of Education 
and not let this fall through 
the cracks. By 2023, 
hopefully this will be part of 
the established curriculum 
in all of the public schools 
in the state.”
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are impairing sight and even 
causing blindness,” Phillips said. 
“These are cataracts that you 
don’t typically see in the United 
States. They wouldn’t progress 
this severely for most of the 
population. Most would go to a 
physician and get it treated, but 
because they had no access [to 
insurance], the cataracts pro-
gressed in many of them to the 
point where they can’t even see 
the big E on the chart.”

Removing a cataract takes 
surgeons only about half an 
hour and restores a person’s 
sight to “completely normal,” 
a stunning transition for the 
patients whose cataracts have 
rendered them essentially 
blind, Phillips said.

“Tomorrow they will have 
vision that allows them to get 
around, read and drive a car,” 
he said.

Marshall Islanders are al-
lowed unrestricted travel to 
the United States. Their home-
land in the Pacific was a U.S. 
territory before gaining inde-
pendence in 1979. The United 
States used some of the islands 
as a testing site for nuclear 
weapons while the country 

was a territory, and the com-
pact granting free travel is in 
part recompense for the harm 
done by those tests.

In December, restoring 
Medicaid eligibility for Mar-
shallese made it into the final 
version of the second federal 
covid-19 relief package, thanks 
largely to efforts by Pacific Is-
landers and their allies across 
the United States. U.S. Rep. 
Steve Womack of Northwest 
Arkansas’ 3rd Congressional 
District was the first Repub-
lican to co-sponsor an earlier 
House bill that was incorporat-
ed into the stimulus package.

However, it could still be 
“months of paperwork” before 
Marshallese will officially be 
Medicaid-eligible again, Phil-
lips said.

Phillips said he hopes the 
Jones Eye Institute can hold 
more “cataractathons” every 
four to six months and restore 
sight to as many Northwest Ar-
kansas Marshallese as possible, 
including some of Saturday’s 
patients who have cataracts in 
the other eye.

The Jones Eye Institute 
has arranged trips to Central 
American countries such as 
Honduras and Nicaragua nu-
merous times to provide the 
same free surgery to impover-

ished people, but the covid-19 
pandemic made safe interna-
tional travel impossible over 
the past year.

“It’s not a surprise to do it
in other countries, but to find 
[severe cataracts] in a group
that lives three hours from 
here, that’s pretty dramatic,”
Phillips said.

All recipients of Saturday’s
operations tested negative for 
the coronavirus and many 
had been vaccinated against it 
beforehand, Phillips said. Ad-
ditionally, all of the recipients
participated in every step of 
the process, from the pre-oper-
ational exam to the covid test,
and some were willing to take
Saturday off work if necessary,
he said.

Carol Hiram, who has lived 
in Arkansas since 2006, does 
not have a job at the moment 
because the cataract in her left 
eye made it difficult to find
one. Now that she has had the 
cataract removed, she will start 
looking for a job, probably in 
a restaurant or a day care, she 
said.

Like Gold, Hiram expressed
gratitude to God and UAMS
for the free surgery.

“I’ve been looking forward 
to this day for three years,” she 
said through a translator.

day.
Normally, the commission 

releases its annual report at a 
press conference in Washing-
ton. Due to covid-19, this year’s 
event was held on Zoom.

This year’s report empha-
sized the threat posed to reli-
gious liberty by China.

“In 2020, religious freedom 
conditions in China deterio-
rated,” it stated. Beijing is tar-
geting, in particular, “religions 
perceived to have foreign con-
nections, such as Christianity, 
Islam and Tibetan Buddhism. 
The authorities also contin-
ued their unprecedented use 
of advanced surveillance tech-
nologies to monitor and track 
religious minorities.”

Persecution of Muslims in 
the Uighur region continues, 
with 380 detention camps al-
leged to operate there.

“Since 2017, authorities re-

portedly have sent millions of 
Muslims to these camps for 
wearing long beards, refusing 
alcohol, or exhibiting other 
behaviors deemed signs of ‘re-
ligious extremism,’” the report 
stated.

While much of the focus is 
on threats to religious liberty, 
this year’s report also high-
lighted improvements in three 
countries. Once fertile soil for 
persecution, Sudan, Bahrain 
and the Central African Repub-
lic have taken significant steps 
to increase religious liberty, 
commissioners said.

As recently as 2019, the 
Central African Republic and 
Sudan were both classified as 
countries of particular con-
cern. Due to recent improve-
ments, they should no longer 
be placed on either list, com-
missioner said.

Commission Vice Chair-
man Tony Perkins said Sudan 
has undergone “a remarkable 
transformation” over the past 
two years.

The U.S. was supportive of 
the changes but wasn’t driving 
them, he suggested.

“I don’t want to overstate 
the role of the U.S. in Sudan, 
in particular. A lot of that tra-
jectory was grassroots from 
the people of that country, but 
the United States aided it and 
helped move it along,” Perkins 
said.

One day before releasing 
its annual report, members of 
the commission called on Pres-
ident Joe Biden to “immediate-
ly sign” a directive raising the 
number of refugees that can 
be admitted into the United 
States.

Over the past four decades, 
annual refugee admissions 
have been capped at 95,000 on 
average. Then-President Don-
ald Trump lowered the ceiling 
to 15,000 toward the end of 
his administration. The Biden 
administration said it would 
raise the figure after initially 
indicating it would keep the 
limitations in place.

the pandemic,” she said.
Experts have tied higher 

stress levels during the pan-
demic to more instances of 
child maltreatment and an 
increased level of injury se-
verity from child abuse.

Some children were also 
stuck at home with “unsafe 
caregivers,” said Robin Con-
nell, executive director of the 
Child Safety Center of White 
County in Searcy.

“The emotional trauma 
that we all dealt with, covid 
and shelter-in-place, ten-
sions are high, and emotions 
are high,” she said. “I think 
there were a lot of domestic 
violence-type situations that 
happened during the pan-
demic.”

But while children were 
out of school in spring 2020, 
there were fewer calls to Ar-
kansas’ Child Abuse Hotline. 
Kids had less contact with 
adults outside their house-
holds who could spot signs 
of abuse, especially school 
personnel, who typically 
make most of the reports to 
the hotline.

The Children’s Protection 
Center in Little Rock saw a 
more than 25% increase in the 
number of children served 
— from 688 in 2019 to 903 in 
2020. The center is examining 
ways to expand from its cur-
rent space at Arkansas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Executive 
Director Jennifer Long said.

Soon, center officials al-
so hope to have a licensed 
facility dog that can assist 
with therapy and accompany 
children to court for comfort, 
Long added.

“I just think for us what 
the biggest issue [is] right 
now is our growth and not 
being able to handle that,” she 
said. “We’re handling it, but 
we have a lot of needs right 
now to be able to support our 

families.”
The Little Rock center’s 

board has also formed a di-
versity, equity and inclusion 
work group to address the 
best ways to reach minority 
groups, said Anthony Valley, 
a member of the board of di-
rectors.

“I think it’s a challenge 
of the center to make every-
one who’s involved in abuse 
or knows of abuse, make 
them aware that we are a 
place where all are welcome, 
where all are invited to come 
to share in these services that 
the center offers and to really 
be able to communicate the 
benefits of using the center 
under these horrendous cir-
cumstances,” Valley said.

Other centers, such as the 
Wade Knox Child Advocacy 
Center in Lonoke and the 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
of Benton County, began ex-
pansions last year.

The Lonoke center is ex-
panding its main location 
by about 2,700 square feet, 
Executive Director Robyn 
Ketchum said. The funding 
for the ongoing project came 
from an Arkansas Economic 
Development Commission 
grant and private donations.

The Benton County center 
launched a satellite location 
in Gentry that serves Siloam 
Springs and some families 
from Bella Vista. Now, about 
30% of the center’s clients go 
to the satellite location, Exec-
utive Director Natalie Tibbs 
said.

Tibbs said her center actu-
ally saw fewer cases in 2020 
than in 2019, although the 
numbers in the first quarter 
of 2021 have been similar to 
2019. Many reports this year 
came from children who told 
trusted adults about things 
that happened to them while 
they were in lockdown at 
home, she added.

In 2019, the Benton County 
center served 1,007 children, 
and in 2020, it served 970.

“We’re just slowly continu-
ing to see the build of reports 
coming through of what kids 
were experiencing during 
that time,” Tibbs said.

Despite the decrease 
Tibbs’ center saw in total 
cases, she said there were 
more found to be substanti-
ated after investigation. There 
was about a 50% decline in 
reports in April 2020, a month 
the center typically sees more 
cases because of increased 
public awareness of the issue 
during child abuse awareness 
month.

“We were so ready for 
2020 to be over because the 
kids do not have access to … 
safe people, and we’re kind 
of seeing that,” Lonoke’s 
Ketchum said. “When they 
started going back to school, 
it kind of started to pick back 
up.”

She added that the Lo-
noke center had a few cases 
in which children reported 
that they were being abused 
— which is less common than 
adults reporting it. The center 
sent materials, such as color-
ing pages, home with children 
during the pandemic with the 
child abuse hotline number.

As people are getting vac-
cinated and beginning to see 
others outside their house-
holds more often, adults can 
be on the lookout for signs of 
child abuse, such as changes 
in behavior and issues with 
bed-wetting in children who 
hadn’t had that problem pre-
viously, among other signs. 
Each case is unique, said Kay-
la Wood, a forensic interview-
er at the Little Rock center.

“If a child is very outgoing 
and social and all of a sudden 
they’re not social anymore 
and very secluded, that could 
be a red flag as well,” Wood 
said.
If you suspect a child is being 
abused or neglected, you can call 
the Arkansas Child Abuse Hotline 
at (800) 482-5964.

Argenta theater set
to reopen in August

The Argenta Community 
Theater last week announced 
plans to return to live produc-
tions after being closed for a 
year because of the covid-19 
pandemic.

The theater located at 405 
Main St. announced that its 
grand reopening will be Aug. 
17. Festivities will include an 
outdoor banquet, a celebra-
tion of the “Patron of the 
Year” and selections from 
Argenta Community The-
ater’s production of the 1972 
musical “Pippin.”

The North Little Rock the-
ater’s production of the Tony 
Award-winning musical will 
be directed by producing ar-
tistic director Vincent Insal-
aco, with music direction by 
Bob Bidewell, choreography 
by Allison Stodola Wilson 
and technical direction by 
Sara Cooke. Auditions will be 
held by appointment at the 
theater June 5.

Tickets and further infor-
mation will be available on 
the theater’s website.

Food Truck Fridays
making their return

Food Truck Fridays have 
returned to Simmons Bank 
Arena this month.

The event will be held 
each Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. It began Friday and will 
continue until May 21 in the 
VIP parking lot at Simmons 
Bank Arena. The parking lot 
is located on the south side 
of the building beside Inter-
state 30.

Each event will feature 
food trucks from various 

restaurants around the city. 
The events will be socially 
distanced, and masks are re-
quired.

McGee accepts job
in LR school district

Keith McGee has accept-
ed the role of deputy super-
intendent of the Little Rock 
School District after serving 
as North Little Rock’s tempo-
rary superintendent during 
the pandemic.

McGee will remain with 
the North Little Rock School 
District until June 30.

“Dr. McGee is an excep-
tional educator and leader. 
It has been an absolute hon-
or to work with him. While 
we have worked with one 
another for only six months, 
we have developed a strong 
bond over that time span and 
share a passion for educating 
all students. He will be deep-
ly missed, but we are excited 

for him in the next step of
his leadership journey,” said
Gregory J. Pilewski, North 
Little Rock School District 
superintendent.

The North Little Rock
School Board voted last 
year to make McGee the in-
terim superintendent of the
8,000-student school district.

McGee, who has a doctor-
ate in education, had been
the assistant superintendent 
and director of secondary ed-
ucation in the district since 
December. He previously was 
principal at Horace Mann
Middle School in the Little
Rock School District.

McGee’s appointment as
interim superintendent came 
after the North Little Rock 
board voted 4-3 in April 2020 
to immediately terminate
the contract of Superinten-
dent Bobby Acklin, who had
served initially as interim su-
perintendent and then as full-
time superintendent starting
in July 2018.

A vehicle left Interstate 
40 in Pope County on Friday 
night and struck a pedestrian, 
killing him, according to an 
Arkansas State Police report.

While headed eastbound 
on I-40 near mile marker 97 
in heavy rainfall, a 2018 Kia 
Soul began to hydroplane 
and exited the roadway to the 
right, the report said.

The vehicle struck 33-year-
old Timothy Cook of Suffolk, 
Va., who was outside his ve-
hicle on the shoulder of the 

interstate, according to the
report.

No one in the Kia was in-
jured. 

Cook’s body was taken to
the Pope County coroner’s
office after the accident, the 
report states.

Man struck, killed on I-40 shoulder
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Carol Hiram sits in a post-surgery recovery room Saturday at the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences’ Jones Eye Institute in Little Rock.
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Stephen Swofford)

A Swifton man convicted 
in 2011 and sentenced to eight 
years in federal prison for his 
part in a methamphetamine 
ring run by Norman Berry 
was ordered detained Friday 
after arriving late for a super-
vised release revocation hear-
ing and then testing positive 
for methamphetamine use in 
a pre-hearing drug screen.

Andrew Horn, 34, was 
scheduled for a hearing be-
fore U.S. District Judge Brian 
S. Miller at 1:30 p.m. Friday 

but contacted the court to say 
he would be late. When he 
arrived at the federal court-
house in Little Rock, he was 
directed to the probation of-
fice for a drug screen. Short-
ly after, the probation office 
contacted Miller’s courtroom 
to inform his courtroom dep-
uty of the result.

“Mr. Horn, we just received 
word from probation that you 
tested positive, or presump-
tively positive, for metham-
phetamine,” Judge Miller 
said when Horn arrived in 
the courtroom shortly before 

2:30 p.m. “Typically, what I 
do when I have a hearing and 
someone comes in and they’ve 
tested positive I’ll take them 
into custody and hold them 
until they test negative.”

Miller explained to Horn 
that to move forward the 
court would have to be as-
sured that Horn’s thinking 
is clear and his mind not im-
paired by drugs or alcohol.

“I have to know that when 
we have a hearing you can 
fully participate in the hear-
ing and I really can’t tell that 
typically unless you test nega-

tive for drugs,” the judge said.
Neither Misty Borkowski, 

Horn’s defense attorney, nor 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Pat-
rick Harris objected.

“What I’d ask you to do is 
just hang tight,” Miller told 
Horn. “What I’ll do is have 
somebody come to get you 
and what we’ll do is we’ll test 
you periodically just to see 
when you test negative and 
as soon as you test negative 
we’ll bring you back into the 
courtroom to process your 
case.”

Horn pleaded guilty in 

September 2011 to one count 
of conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute metham-
phetamine and was sentenced 
to 96 months in federal prison 
to be followed by four years 
of supervised release. In Oc-
tober 2019, Horn was found 
guilty of violating the condi-
tions of his supervised release 
and was returned to prison 
for nine months.

Last October, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Julie Peters 
filed a motion to revoke 
Horn’s supervised release for 
a second time, followed up by 

four superseding petitions,
the latest one filed Thursday, 
alleging numerous violations
following five separate arrests
in multiple jurisdictions be-
tween Dec. 7, 2020 and April
10, 2021.

It also cited 16 instances 
between July 15, 2020, and 
April 15, 2021, alleging Horn 
had either admitted to using
methamphetamine, tested 
positive for methamphet-
amine, failed to show up for
drug testing or refused to
submit to a drug test, among 
other violations.
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Judge orders meth-ring figure jailed over drug test
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White sees honors
for Maumelle work

Maumelle Mayor Caleb 
Norris awarded Kim White, 
volunteer coordinator of the 
Maumelle Center on the Lake, 
with the city’s employee of the 
month award on Monday, ac-
cording to city Facebook posts.

White manages volunteer 
projects “that are crucial to op-
erations at the center,” a post 
stated. She was given the award 
at the City Council meeting, 
which kicked off Volunteer 
Week.

The center offers health, 
fitness and finance classes, 
among other services, to senior 
citizens.

On Tuesday, the city cel-
ebrated “Kim White Day” in 
honor of her service during 
the pandemic, according to a 
Facebook post.

“Kim has worked diligently 
throughout the COVID-19 pan-

demic to coordinate volunteer 
opportunities, donations, and 
create new ways to continue 
serving the senior residents of 
Maumelle,” the post states.

JP proposes to call
for hate crimes law

The Pulaski County Quo-
rum Court is set to hear a pro-
posed resolution Tuesday on 
asking the Arkansas General 
Assembly to pass a compre-
hensive hate crimes bill.

Resolution 21-I-22 says the 
Quorum Court is opposed to 
racism, bigotry, hate and vio-
lence and that 47 other states 
already have similar laws in 
place.

Justice of the Peace Kristina 
“KG” Gulley, the primary spon-
sor, wrote in the resolution that 
the Quorum Court will encour-
age the Pulaski County delega-
tion to the General Assembly 
to work on adopting such a bill.

Approved legislation touted 
by Gov. Asa Hutchinson as a 

hate crimes bill would provide 
longer sentences for targeted 
violent crimes, though propo-
nents of hate crimes legislation 
derided the effort as a “sham.”

Tuesday’s meeting will 
feature three proposed reso-
lutions and six proposed ordi-
nances, the highest number of 
items to be heard by the Quo-
rum Court so far this year.

Sheriff’s office unit
is now led by Burk

The Pulaski County sher-
iff’s office’s Public Affairs Unit 
has a new commander, accord-
ing to a news release.

Lt. Cody Burk took over as 
the head of the unit when the 
former unit leader, Lt. Robert 
Garrett, took a position in the 
Professional Standards Unit.

“We will continue to move 
ahead with confidence, know-
ing that we are providing the 
same high level of service that 
Pulaski County is accustomed 
to,” the release states.
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