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From the Deans
We are proud of your accomplishments and wish you success and happiness as you enter the next 
stage of your professional lives.  You are talented and will contribute greatly to the health and well 
being of society.  While students in the College of Medicine, you have grown in knowledge and 

skill, and have matured into physicians.  �e College has tried to keep pace, growing both better and 
larger.  Our hope is that you will hone your skills, maintain your sense of wonder and compassion, 

embark on a career dedicated to lifelong learning, meet the needs of your patients �rst, and continue 
to enjoy this wonderful profession of medicine.  Congratulations and good luck. 
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HONORS CONVOCATION
Introductions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . James Graham, M .D .

Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Welcome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Cam Patterson, M .D ., MBA
Chancellor, UAMS

Welcome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rick Smith, M .D .
Executive Vice Chancellor, UAMS

Dean, College of Medicine

Address to the Class  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lindsey Sward, M .D .
Assistant Dean for Clinical Education

Associate Professor of OB/GYN

Response from the Class .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ethan Clement

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS AND GIFTS

• Golden Apple Awards  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Micah Bowling
2023 Class President

Four awards will be presented, two to the outstanding teachers in the preclinical years, as selected by vote of the current 
freshman and sophomore medical students, and two to the outstanding teachers in the clinical years, as selected by vote of the 
current junior and senior medical students .

• Resident of the Year .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ples Spradley, M .D .
Department of Internal Medicine

Student Awards from the College of Medicine:

• Faculty Key .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Kyle Jackson

Awarded to the graduating senior who, in the opinion of the full-time faculty, is the single most outstanding student for the full 
four-year period of study .  Criteria include scholarship, inquiry, initiative, leadership, ethical standards, and other personal 
qualifications.

• Senior Buchanan Key .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Katherine Beaton

Awarded to a top student in the senior year as determined by vote of the class, using a roster of candidates with superior 
academic achievement .

• Winston K . Shorey Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ethan Clement 
Anna Mears

Awarded to the graduating senior who, in the view of classmates, most closely reflects the qualities of an ideal physician in such 
characteristics as compassion, warmth and kindness .

• Roberts Key  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rebekah Langston  

Awarded to the graduating senior with the highest scholastic grade point average for the full four years of medical school .
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Student Awards from Departments and Groups:

• Marie Wilson Howells Medical Student Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Caitlin Caperton

Awarded by the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Science to a senior student who has performed at the highest level in 
the Department over the four-year curriculum .

• Richard V . Ebert Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Clark Kennedy 

Awarded by the Department of Internal Medicine to a senior student who has been a superior student in internal medicine and 
who shows promise of making significant contributions to medicine in the future.

• Susan Campbell Rector Memorial Scholarship .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Megan Young

Awarded to the most outstanding senior female medical student who has chosen obstetrics and gynecology for a medical career .

• Family Practice Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Erica Casey

Awarded by the Department of Family and Preventive Medicine to a senior student for special achievement .

• W .T . Dungan Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Paige Jones-Brooks
Sammie James

Awarded by the Department of Pediatrics to a senior student who has excelled in pediatric medicine
and has demonstrated interest in all aspects of the work for the welfare of children .

• George F . Stroope Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Katie Beaton
Andrew Campbell

Presented annually to a senior student pursuing a career in pediatrics at UAMS who achieved the highest academic 
standing in pediatrics during their junior year

• Excellence in Emergency Medicine Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Teresa Fletchinger

Awarded by the Department of Emergency Medicine to a senior student who has demonstrated excellence in emergency 
medicine .

• Calvin J . Dillaha Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Alyson Mckinnon

Presented annually by the Department of Dermatology to the most outstanding student in the senior dermatology elective .

• SNMA Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Paige Jones-Brooks

Awarded by the Student National Medical Association to a graduating senior for outstanding achievement .

• Harold H . Hedges, M .D . Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Erica Casey
Jessica Snelgrove

Molly Bowers

Awarded to a medical student at UAMS who matches with the Little Rock Family Medicine  
Residency program and one to a student matching in any Family Medicine residency program .

• Edward Forrest Ellis Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Michaela Seltzer

Awarded by the Department of Surgery to the senior student showing the most promise in that field.

• Tricia Edstrom UAMS Northwest Award for Academic Excellence .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Alexandra Diaz-Cruz

Given to the UAMS Northwest senior student who, according to peers and preceptors, made the greatest academic contribution 
while training at the UAMS Northwest campus .

• POM Leadership in Clinical Education Award .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Paige Jones-Brooks

Goes to an M4 who has exhibited leadership and strong commitment to the success of the Practice of Medicine (POM) courses 
and the students in the M1 & M2 years .
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• Hooding of the Class  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sara Tariq, M .D .
Associate Dean of Student Affairs 

Professor of Internal Medicine

Alan Diekman, Ph .D
Professor of Biochemistry& Molecular Biology

Administration of the
Oath of Hippocrates

I do solemnly swear by all those things I hold most sacred that I will lead my life and practice this art in 
uprightness and honor; �at I will be loyal to the practice of medicine and just and generous to its members; 
�at into whatsoever house I shall enter, it shall be for the good of the sick to the utmost of my power, 
holding myself far aloof from wrong, from corruption, from the tempting of others to vice; �at I will 
exercise my art solely for the betterment and cure of my patients and will give no drug, perform no operation, 
for a criminal purpose even if solicited, far less suggest it; �at whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of 
men and women which is not �tting to be spoken, I will keep inviolably secret. If I be true to this oath, may 
a full life and good repute be ever my fortune; with the respect of all good persons, in all times. But should I 
trespass and violate this oath, may the reverse be my lot!

Recessional
Will the audience please remain seated during the recessional

Assisting with Honors Convocation

Stage Marshal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . David Davies, Ph .D .
Professor, Dept of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences

Faculty Marshal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kevin Phelan, Ph .D .
Professor, Dept of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences

Award Assistant and Announcer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sharanda Williams, MA
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs and Diversity
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ACADEMIC HONORS

Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Society

Austin Aquino
Natalie Tate Austin
Katherine Marie Beaton
Andrew Craig Campbell
Morgan Henderson Campbell
Ethan Tregear Chernivec
Tommy Christensen
Logan Garrett Clay
Teresa Fletchinger Crow
Bailee Ann Cummings
Andrew Chase Daugherty
Devin Alan Dupree
Mallory Elizabeth Heft
Christine Annie Hsu
Micah Lyn Huckabee
Kyle Everett Jackson
Sammie Turner James III
Emma Margaret Johnson
Clark McAlister Kennedy
Kori Lynne Kornet
Rebekah Langston
Zachary Allan McConnell
Alyson Cole McKinnon
Caleb James Nissen
Natalie Elise Phelan
Hunter Rose
Michaela Rose Seltzer
Austin Glenn Squires
Manasa Veluvolu

Honors in Underserved Primary Care 
Andrew Craig Campbell
Morgan Henderson Campbell
Alexandra D. Cruz

Honors In Research
Zainab Atiq
Joshua Ward Bennett
Micah Adam Bowling
Samuel Eric Byrd
Andrew Craig Campbell
Morgan Henderson Campbell
Caitlin Olivia Caperton
Mattison Dean Cato
Muhammad Z. Chauhan
�omas Heath Christensen

John Patrick Coleman
Teresa Fletchinger Crow
Bailee Ann Cummings
Sidhant Singh Dalal
Dhruba Dasgupta
Michael Gary Dasso
Alanna M. Davis
Joey Dean
Chynna Cayper Caitlyn Denham
Parth P. Desai
Devin Alan Dupree
Ethan Joseph Echols
Grayson Tyler Glenn
Tyler Graham
Mallory Elizabeth Heft
David Simmons Henry
Sawyer Adam Hickey
Sarah Elizabeth McKenzie Hill
Cole M. Howie
Christine Annie Hsu
John Hewett Hunton
Sammie Turner James III
Emma Margaret Johnson
Delice Kayishunge
Clark McAlister Kennedy
Chandler Grant Kern
Kori Lynne Kornet
Rebekah G. Langston
Kristin Larsen
Hannah Loy
Nicolas Katkhordeh Maynard
Zachary McConnell
Alyson Cole McKinnon
Anna Marie Mears
John Edward Merten
Caleb James Nissen
Alexandra Grace Otwell
Carter Miquel Pacheco
Natalie Elise Phelan
Michael Scott Powell
Patricia Ahitziri Ramos
Calvin Tyler Ratli�
Lauren Elizabeth Roeder
Hunter Rose
Lelia Faith Johnson Rosenkrans
Jonathon Dean Ross
Mason Andrew Rostollan
Kiley Rochelle Schlortt

Michaela Rose Seltzer
Jessica Blair Campbell Si�ord
Mason Charles Si�ord
Chelsea Lauren Smith
Micah Huckabee Smith
Sara Jean Sustich
Julienne Grace �omas
Manasa Veluvolu
Zackary Kyle Wary
Jedidiah Coy Whitt
Taylor Drew Wilson

Honors In Finance
John Patrick Coleman
Christine Annie Hsu
Carter Miquel Pacheco

Honors In Global Health
And Community Service

Katherine Marie Beaton 
Christine Annie Hsu
Nadia Mina Kyerewah Okoree-Siaw
Carter Miquel Pacheco
Kyle William Peterson
Michael Scott Powell
Manasa Veluvolu
Conner Darrell Webb

Honors In Pediarics
Christine Annie Hsu
Sydney Paige Rogers
Chelsea Lauren Smith
Sara Jean Sustich
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Class Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Micah Bowling

Vice Presidents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sammie James
                                                                                                              Benjamin Blaske

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miracline Ebijoyeldhas

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ethan Chernivec

Curriculum Committee Rep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dhaval Shah

“To prevent disease, to relieve su�ering and to heal the sick – 
this is our work.”

Sir William Osler

Chosen Specialties

Anesth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Child Neuro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Derm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
EM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
FM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
IM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34
Med Peds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Med Prelim. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Neurology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Neurosurgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
OBGYN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Ophthal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Number of residencies out of state................................. 84
Number of residencies in Arkansas................................ 69

Ortho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Otolaryngology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Pathology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Pediatr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Physical Med. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Psych  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
Radiology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Surgery general . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
surgery Prelim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
thoracic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Transitional  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Urology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
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College of Medicine Academic Houses

�e COM Academic House program was established in 2016 in an e�ort to promote student success and wellness, 
and strengthen faculty-student relationships. UAMS has created 7 academic houses, which include medical students 
and faculty, who spend time mentoring, sharing ideas and enjoying each other’s company. �e Houses are named 
after luminaries who contributed to improving the health of Arkansans: 

�e Lowe House

Dr. Betty Ann Lowe developed Arkansas Children’s Hospital in Little Rock (Pulaski County) into a nationally 
known, competitive hospital by acting as an advocate, enlisting the help of a famous family, procuring state funding, 
and adding new, innovative departments. In addition to being a prominent �gure in Arkansas pediatrics, she became 
the �rst Arkansan to become a pediatric rheumatologist. She was a �erce advocate for children and an inspiring 
mentor for our students. 

�e Beall House 

Ms. Ruth Olive Beall was superintendent of Arkansas Children’s Hospital and Home from 1934 to 1961. She 
was largely responsible for the hospital’s survival during the �nancial di�culties of the Great Depression and 
for its expansion and improvement in the following years. Beall was concerned not only for people who su�ered 
from tuberculosis but also for people who lived in poverty. At her own expense, she provided toothbrushes and 
toothpaste to children she met while traveling to rural schools throughout the county and taught children how to 
use them. 

�e Tank House 

Dr. Patrick Tank received his Ph.D. in anatomy at the University of Michigan. He joined the College of 
Medicine faculty in 1978.  Dr. Tank rose through the ranks of what is now the Department of Neurobiology and 
Developmental Sciences. He directed the Medical Gross Anatomy course and the Anatomical Gift Program for 
27 years. More than 4,000 future physicians studied the intricacies of the human body with Dr. Tank, bene�ting 
tremendously from his expertise and his passion for teaching. He received numerous teaching awards. He was a 
pioneer in web-based medical education in the 1990s. More recently, Dr. Tank was internationally known as the 
editor of three editions of “Grant’s Dissector.” 

�e Abernathy House

Dr. Robert S. Abernathy has been called the “ultimate university citizen” by UAMS leaders and colleagues in 
appreciation of nearly 50 years of service to the campus. Abernathy, along with his wife, Dr. Rosalind Abernathy, 
arrived in 1957, when he was recruited from the University of Minnesota to the Department of Internal Medicine. 
Ten years later he was named department Chairman, a post he held for a decade. Dr. Abernathy directed the 
Division of Infectious Diseases after his term as Chairman, and he retired in 2002. In honor of Dr. Abernathy’s 
dedication to Internal Medicine, the Arkansas Chapter of the American College of Physicians named its annual 
laureate award after the highly respected physician and leader. Dr. Abernathy trained many of the state’s physicians, 
educators and leaders in internal medicine and public health with warmth, kindness and compassion. 
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College of Medicine Academic Houses

�e Ish House

George William Stanley Ish was a prominent Black physician in Little Rock (Pulaski County) who cared for citizens 
of the capital city and overcame much adversity to achieve his position in this state. He graduated from Harvard 
Medical School and was instrumental in founding both United Friends Hospital and the J. E. Bush Memorial 
Hospital, primary centers for the medical care of black patients. He was also largely responsible for the inception of 
the McRae Memorial Tuberculosis Sanatorium in Alexander,  the state’s separate black sanatorium.  He served as a 
sta� member at predominantly white hospitals in Little Rock. Physicians of all races held him in the highest regard 
for his vision, his compassion and tenacity.

�e Compton House

Neil Ernest Compton of Bentonville (Benton County) was a physician of obstetrics by profession and a 
conservationist by avocation. He is widely recognized as the founder of the Ozark Society to Save the Bu�alo 
River, which he and his associates initiated in 1962, at a meeting in Fayetteville (Washington County). Today, it is 
known as the Ozark Society, Inc. Its original goal was to stop the construction of two proposed U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers dams on the Bu�alo River.  Dr. Compton was passionate advocate for preserving the beauty of our state. 

�e Bruce House

Dr. �omas A. Bruce served as Dean of the UAMS College of Medicine (COM), Inaugural Dean (Dean pro tem) 
of the College of Public Health (COPH) and Dean pro tem of the Clinton School of Public Service. He also served 
as the �rst Director of the COPH O�ce of Community-based Public Health. �ose at UAMS and in the greater 
medical and public health community who were fortunate to know Dr. Bruce remember him as a true friend, 
champion and visionary. Dr. Bruce has been described as a truly unique and wonderful “renaissance man” who had 
unbounded compassion. He was not only known for his leadership and philanthropy, but his wise words, kindness 
and humility. 
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College of Medicine
Class of 2023
Stephen James Aguilar 
I want to thank my family for all the 
encouragement and support they 
have given me through medical 
school . Thank you, Sophie, for always 
being there for me and pushing me 
to become the best person I can be .
Your love and care for me has meant 
much more than I could ever hope to 
express . I love you all .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Derek Alik 
I would like to thank all my family and 
friends for their support during my 
medical education . Special thanks 
to my mom, Cassie, Camille, Aunty 
Lynda, Uncle Eldon and Aunty Anita, 
Jill and Randy, for everything you’ve 
done for me and my family . Thank 
you, Dad and Uncle Sheldon, for the 
inspiration and your mentorship . To 
Autumn, Hunter, and Cannon – thank you for your love and 
patience . I love you all! 

Kaiser Permanente Hawaii, Internal Medicine, 
HONOLULU, HI

Nathaniel Adam Andress
Let us be thankful for the fools . But 
for them the rest of us could not 
succeed .” -Mark Twain I’m incredibly 
grateful to any ‘fool’ who has put 
up with me in the last 27 years . My
future patients and I have all of you to 
thank . On to the next one .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Internal Medicine, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Austin Aquino 
Thank you to my family and friends 
who believed in me . Thank you to 
my wife, Makenzie . You’ll never fully 
know much I admire you as a person .
Thank you for letting me be who I 
am and always staying confident in 
my abilities during the times I wasn’t .
Shout out to Abel & Annabelle for 
making me take breaks when I didn’t 
know I needed them .

U Kentucky Med Ctr, Anesthesiology, 
LEXINGTON, KY

Forrest William Arnold
The last four years have been filled 
with highs and lows that I couldn’t 
have imagined, and I don’t know how 
far I could have gotten without the 
support of my closest friends and 
family . Often times, just knowing that 
you’re there if I need you is enough to 
get me through . There are too many 
of you that have done so much to 
name here, but you know who you 
are . Seriously, thank you!

UAMS Regional Centers-AR, Internal Medicine, 
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

Zainab Omar Atiq 
Thank you Ami, Baba, Abu Gee, 
Osman, Mohammad, Saad, and 
Yoshi. Thank you to my sisters, Sufi, 
extended family, friends who have 
become family, and every mentor, 
kind face, and lesson along the way .
To my loved ones whom I wish I could 
celebrate with today . To Clara . You all 
remind me of who I am when I need 
it most . I hope I make you proud as I 
work to pay it forward. ❤❤

Cleveland Clinic Fdn-OH, Internal Medicine, 
CLEVELAND, OH

Natalie Tate Austin
Thank you to all of my family and 
friends who have loved and supported 
me throughout these four years and 
before . There are far too many of 
you to name . Thank you, Mom and 
Dad . Thank you, Granny . Thank 
you, Mawmaw . Thank you, Rick and 
Debbie . Most of all, thank you Devon 
and Tate . The past few years have 
been so much better with you both by 
my side!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR
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Thomas Banh
Thank you to all my mentors and 
friends . Most importantly, thank you 
mom and dad . You guys mean the 
world to me .

Baptist Health-AR, Internal 
Medicine, N. LITTLE ROCK, AR

Vanessa E. Bastidas
Thank you to my mom, dad, and 
brother for your unwavering love and 
support . I feel so blessed for these 
years we’ve spent together . You’ve 
made me a better doctor and I’m so 
grateful that you’ve been a part of my 
journey! Los amo! Thank you to my 
friends and extended family, near and 
far, for being there for me and always 
believing in me . Abrazos y besos a 
todos!! <3

Scripps Mercy Hosp-Chula Vista-CA, Family 
Medicine, CHULA VISTA, CA

Katherine Marie Beaton
To my family and friends, thank you 
for all the love and support these 
past four years .  A special thank 
you to my parents, Janet and Neal, 
and to my mother-in-law, Karen, for 
so often helping us take care of the 
babies . To my husband, Gaines, 
thank you for being the best . Finally, 
this achievement is in memory of 
my Pappaw, Kenneth Beaton, and in 
honor of my girls, Claire and Julia .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Pediatrics, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Alexandria Beebe
There is no discovery without risk and 
what you risk reveals what you value .” 
– Jeanette Winterson

A special shoutout to my mentors, 
family, and wife for your unconditional 
love and support in my pursuit of 
this calling . My heart explodes with 
gratitude . To all the patients I met 
along the way: Thank you for your 
patience and for allowing me into your 
life to become a more dedicated, compassionate doctor . This 
is for you .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Joshua Ward Bennett 
Thank you to my parents, your 
guidance and assurance shaped me 
into who I am and inspired me to be 
all I can be; to my grandparents, your 
advice and encouragement drove 
me to serve others and allowed me 
to reach for the stars; and to my wife 
Morgan, your loving support kept me 
going when the going got hard, I truly 
couldn’t have done it without you .
Here’s to what’s to come! – Joshua 
1:9

Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System, 
Surgery-Preliminary, SPARTANBURG, SC

Benjamin Kristian Blaske
I would like to thank the endless 
support from my friends and family 
throughout the medical school 
journey . It was not an easy path with 
many trials and tribulations . I am truly 
grateful for my time at UAMS and for 
the incredible mentors I’ve met along 
the way .
U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Internal Medicine, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Karime Nazareth Bolivar
I feel so blessed to have made it this 
far in my journey . Thank you to my 
family and friends for their unwavering 
and unconditional support during this 
journey . I could not be more grateful 
to be surrounded by you . ¡Muchísimas 
gracias!

U Washington Affil Hosps, 
Family Medicine, SEATTLE, 
WA

Molly Marie Bowers 
Special thanks to my husband, Eric, 
for supporting me and keeping me 
sane throughout this crazy journey! 
Thanks to my mom for being my role 
model and the one who sparked 
my love for medicine . Thank you to 
all of my family and friends for their 
unrelenting support . I wouldn’t be here 
without them and the grace of God .
Can’t wait to see what He has in store 
for my future

Baptist Health-AR, Family Medicine, NORTH 
LITTLE ROCK, AR
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Micah Adam Bowling
I’d like to thank my family and friends 
who have supported me throughout 
the years both before and during 
medical school . You have been there 
for me through the highs and lows .
I’d also like to thank the mentors who 
have guided me along the way . 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Radiation Oncology, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Cameron M. Brownlee
Thank you to my fiancé Calie, family, 
and friends for supporting me in 
this challenging journey through 
medical school . A special thanks to 
my grandfather for the exemplary 
example he set for me and for 
encouraging me to pursue medicine .
Their love and encouragement 
have motivated me to become an 
outstanding physician . Lastly and 
most importantly, I know that my 
achievements are only possible through our loving and faithful 
God .

U Iowa Hosps and Clinics, Internal Medicine, 
IOWA CITY, IA

Brian Heath Bumpous
To my biggest fan, Mom, thank you 
for your unconditional love, support, 
and being the greatest example of 
how to love others and work hard .
Buddy, thank you for teaching, loving, 
and accepting me as your own . To 
my Granny’s, I will carry your love 
and compassion with me to every 
patient I see . My friends, thank y’all 
for accepting me and giving me some 
of the best memories of my life . I love 
y’all!

Medical University of SC, Anesthesiology, 
CHARLESTON, SC

Samuel Eric Byrd
Dear friends and family, I can’t thank 
you enough for your support during 
medical school . Your humor, hugs, 
and caffeine kept me going when I 
wanted to give up . Your unwavering 
belief in me helped me persevere 
through the toughest of times .
Now that I’m a doctor, I promise to 
prescribe laughter and smiles . Thank 
you for being my rock .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
General Surgery, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Andrew Craig Campbell 
“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good!” Thank you, Lord, for your 
faithfulness and provision throughout 
this exciting journey . Thank you to my 
beautiful wife Morgan . Your love and 
support made this journey possible, 
and your contagious laughter made 
it an absolute blast! Thank you to 
our huge family for encouraging us 
at every step along the way . We love 
you all

U Michigan Hosps-Ann Arbor, Medicine-
Pediatrics, ANN ARBOR, MI

Morgan Henderson Campbell 
“First, I want to praise my Savior and 
Lord, Jesus Christ, for walking with us 
through this joyous journey and giving 
us purpose in this life . Second, thank 
you to my supportive, kind, brilliant 
husband, Andrew, for motivating me 
and making these last four years 
an absolute adventure . Third, thank 
you to our steadfast, loving, big-
hearted family who takes care of us 
and serves as the backbone behind 
everything we do .

U Michigan Hosps-Ann Arbor, Neurology, ANN 
ARBOR, MI

Caitlin Olivia Caperton
Many thanks to the numerous 
individuals who have assisted me 
during my journey . To my family – 
I’m incredibly grateful for your love, 
support, and encouragement . Thank 
you also to my mentors whose 
expertise and guidance has been 
instrumental in allowing me to reach 
this point . Lastly, thank you to my 
media naranja and the feathered/
furry creatures that share our home .
You have all been my biggest advocate and truest source of 
comfort .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Psychiatry, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Colin Jackson Carr
I would like to thank my friends 
and family for the support and 
encouragement the last 28 years .
Thank you to my mom and dad for 
their unwavering belief in me . Thank 
you to Nan and Pop for the one 
million unsaid things . Thank you to my 
amazing wife, Katie, for the constant 
love and support that she has given 
me, and for the sacrifices she has 
made for me .  As always, GO HOGS .

UAMS Regional Centers-AR, Internal Medicine, 
FAYETTEVILLE, AR
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Erica Casey
Innumerable thanks go out to 
everyone who has supported 
me and shown me kindness and 
encouragement throughout this 
journey . Christian, you are the best 
husband I could ask for . Thank you for 
being my confidant and shoulder to 
lean on . Thank you mom, Jenni, and 
Everett for your homecooked meals 
and selfless love. Thank you to ALL 
my amazing friends, family, and my 
favorite fur babies!

CoxHealth-MO, Family Medicine, SPRINGFIELD, 
MO

Mattison Dean Cato
Thank you to all that have seen me 
throughout this journey . I am grateful 
for the sacrifices of my grandparents 
and parents who provided unwavering 
love, guidance, and encouragement 
for the last four years! I am 
appreciative of all that you have done 
as it could not have been possible 
alone . To my sister, thank you for 
always being my best friend and 
confidant who pushes me to be the 
best that I can be!

U Texas Southwestern Med Sch-Dallas, 
Obstetrics-Gynecology, DALLAS, TX

Chase Hunter Chapman
Thank you to all the wonderful faculty 
and staff at UAMS, from teachers to 
janitors to administrators . Thank you 
to my family, especially my parents 
and my wife . Thank you to Drs . Vuk, 
Worley, Graham, Spollen, Brown, 
Palmer, Slagle, and Lovell . Thank you 
to God, the giver of all good things, 
including the ability to understand the 
human body

Muhammad Z. Chauhan
Heartfelt thanks go out to my parents 
and all the Chauhan/Samarah family, 
whose unwavering support has been 
a constant source of strength . To Sajy, 
who has been my rock through it all, 
always providing a shoulder to lean 
on . To Fay and Maryam, for turning 
long study sessions into moments of 
joy and laughter . To Wiggs . And to all 
my mentors who have shared their 
wisdom with me, pushing me to be the 
best version of myself . Alhamdulillah!

Univ of Arkansas College of Med, Ophthalmology, 
Little Rock AR

Ethan Tregear Chernivec
Thank you to my friends and family 
for their support during the past four 
years . A special thanks to my wife for 
enduring and supporting me through 
it all . Thank you to my mentors as 
none of this would have been possible 
without their guidance . 

Indiana University 
SOM, General Surgery, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Thomas Heath Christensen 
Thank you to my amazing wife Emily 
for always supporting and believing in 
me . Thank you Mom, Dad and Luke 
for your never ending encouragement 
and patience . I couldn’t have done this 
without any of you . Lastly, thank you 
to the incredible friends I have made 
at UAMS who made medical school 
way more fun than it’s made out to be .
I’m so lucky to have all of you!

Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School, Orthopaedic 
Surgery, NEWARK, NJ

Logan Garrett Clay
“I would like to thank my family and 
friends for their encouragement and 
support throughout this journey . It 
has been a long road, and I know that 
I could not have done it without each 
of you . Thank you to my parents for 
pushing me to achieve and providing 
the tools to do so . A tremendous 
thank you to my wife, you have been 
a rock, and I look forward to all our 
future adventures .”

U Kansas SOM-Kansas City, Psychiatry, KANSAS 
CITY, KS

Ethan Muriah Clement
I’m honored be Dr . Clement and 
bear the name of the family who has 
worked as hard as I to make this 
possible. From these union pipefitters 
and home makers I learned grit and 
compassion for my world . And while I 
do not bear the Stevens name, I owe 
my entire education to my maternal 
family . It has been a privilege to 
learn with my outstanding fellow new 
doctors . Now onwards to hope and 
healing .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Emergency 
Medicine, LITTLE ROCK, AR
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Caleb Michael Coleman
I am grateful for my parents, 
Stephen and Angela, and for their 
unconditional love and support, and 
for my brother and life-long best 
friend, Logan . I am also so grateful for 
Rachel . Medical education brought 
us together in a roundabout way . I 
love you all more than I can say in this 
space . Lastly, thank you Dr . Spond 
and Dr . Bingham for your excellent 
guidance and advice .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Anesthesiology, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

John Patrick Coleman
“I am grateful beyond words for the 
opportunity to become a physician . I 
want to express my heartfelt thanks 
to my teachers, mentors, family, and 
friends for their unwavering support 
and encouragement throughout my 
journey . Their guidance and belief in 
me have been invaluable, and I will 
carry their teachings with me as I 
embark on my medical career . Thank 
you for being my rock, my source of 
inspiration, and my sounding board .”

U Miami MSOM/Holy Cross-FL, Internal Medicine, 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL

Carli Rae Cox 
Thank you to my Mom for all of your 
love and support throughout these 
years . I could not have made it here 
without your help . Thank you to 
Grandmom and Grandad for your 
support and encouragement . A big 
thank you to my fiancé, Ethan, for 
being my partner in this journey .
Thanks to Laurel and Luna for your 
unwavering friendship . I love you all 
and I am so grateful to have you in my 
life!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Pathology, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Teresa Fletchinger Crow
I want to thank my husband, 
David, for his unwavering love and 
encouragement . I also want to 
express my heartfelt appreciation for 
my family and friends’ endless support 
and encouragement . I would not be 
where I am today without you all, and 
medical school certainly would not 
have been as enjoyable . I love you all! 

Carolinas Med Ctr-NC, 
Emergency Medicine, CHARLOTTE, NC

Alexandra D. Cruz
Te doy gracias a ti, mamá, por tu 
esfuerzo y por apoyarme en todos 
mis sueños: a ti, papá, por tus 
enseñanzas, y al resto de la familia 
por su amor incondicional .  Thank 
you to my loving husband for always 
guarding my wellbeing, and finally, 
thank you to all the teachers and 
mentors that have gifted me words of 
wisdom and support . We did it!

Rush University Med Ctr-IL, Internal Medicine, 
CHICAGO, IL

Bailee Ann Cummings
To Mom, Dad, Adison, Mammy, 
Papaw, Misty, Chad, Hayden, 
Grandma, and Grandpa: I would 
not be here today without your 
overwhelming support and constant 
encouragement to pursue my wildest 
dreams, so for that, I express my 
sincerest thanks . I would also like 
to say how much I appreciate my 
best friend, Nadine, and my best 
companion, Remi, for helping me 
through the last four years . You all truly mean the world to me .

Tulane Univ SOM-LA, Internal Medicine, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA

Benjamin Wade Curry
Mom and Dad - thank you for your 
love and support, letting me be 
curious and teaching me that hard 
work pays off . Josh, Grandma Kay, 
Kevin and the family - thank you for 
being there for me, especially over 
the last four years . Emily, thank you 
for making me laugh in the hard times 
and never letting me doubt myself . To 
the friends I’ve made along the way, I 
hope we never become strangers .

Wright-Patterson Medical Center, Internal 
Medicine, Dayton, OH

Sidhant Singh Dalal
Dhruba Dasgupta Thank you to my 
family, significant other, close friends, 
and professors for all their sacrifices 
to help me pursue medicine . I 
appreciate everyone’s patience, as 
it allowed me to have a formative 
experience over these four years .
Shreeparna and Tonmoy, I couldn’t 
have done it with your everlasting 
support . Ashley, thanks for being by 
my side . Arhita, thank you for being 
the best role model out there . I hope to continue making 
everyone proud!

U Colorado SOM-Denver, Orthopaedic Surgery, 
AURORA, CO
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Dhruba Dasgupta
Thank you to my family, significant 
other, close friends, and professors 
for all their sacrifices to help me 
pursue medicine . I appreciate 
everyone’s patience, as it allowed 
me to have a formative experience 
over these four years . Shreeparna 
and Tonmoy, I couldn’t have done it 
with your everlasting support . Ashley, 
thanks for being by my side . Arhita, 
thank you for being the best role 
model out there . I hope to continue making everyone proud! 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Radiology-
Diagnostic, Little Rock, AR

Michael Gary Dasso
My biggest thank you to every one of 
my family and friends for your endless 
love and support my entire life and 
especially during medical school! I 
also want to thank the residents and 
faculty that have helped shape my 
career more than they know, as well 
as every patient I had the chance to 
meet .

Mountain AHEC-NC, Internal 
Medicine, ASHEVILLE, NC

Andrew Chase Daugherty 
I would like to thank all my family and 
friends for their unwavering support 
throughout my journey . To my parents, 
thank you for teaching me the value 
of hard work and always pushing 
me to be my best . I would also like 
to give a special thanks to my wife, 
Kierstin, whose continued sacrifices 
and encouragement have made this 
moment possible .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Alanna M. Davis
I want to thank my family and 
friends for their support through 
my many years of education, with 
special thanks to my parents . This 
journey wouldn’t have been possible 
without their unwavering love and 
encouragement . I also want to 
express gratitude for all my incredible 
mentors along the way, whose 
guidance will continue to shape me 
for years to come . Dreams do come 
true! 

Zucker SOM-Northwell Staten Island Un, 
Medicine-Preliminary, STATEN ISLAND, NY

Joey Raines Dean
I would like to thank my family and 
friends for being by my side and 
supporting me through medical 
school . Thank you, Granddad, 
Dad, Caleb, and Jodi, Thank you, 
Abigail, and your family for being 
so encouraging as well . Most of all, 
thank you to the big man upstairs for 
blessing me with people I have around 
me . Momma, we made it . Proverbs 
3:5-6 . Go hogs .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Medicine-
Pediatrics, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Chynna Cayper Caitlyn 
Denham
I would like to give the biggest thank 
you to my loving parents, Bob and 
Connie, and sister, Azzia . I couldn’t 
have made it this far without your 
support and encouragement! This 
journey has been one of the most 
challenging so far, but also the most 
rewarding . To all the amazing friends 
I’ve made along the way who have 
shared in my laughter and tears, 
thanks for making my life so fun and full!

West Virginia University SOM, Internal Medicine, 
MORGANTOWN, WV

Parth P. Desai
Gen Hosp PA, Emergency 
Medicine, PITTSBURGH, PA

Katherine Marie Divino
To all my friends, family, and mentors, 
you have been the best support 
system I could have asked for 
during my time at UAMS . Thank you 
especially to my mom, dad, Bella, 
and Shane for your unwavering 
encouragement every day . I hope to 
pay forward all the generosity and 
love I have received from so many of 
you in the future!

Orlando Health-FL, General 
Surgery, ORLANDO, FL
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Cameron Mitchell Duke
I would like to thank my family, 
especially my mom Shelby, for always 
being there for me and supporting me 
in all I do . I want to thank William and 
Lana for taking me in like their own .
And finally, I want to thank my wife 
Anna for always keeping me on track 
and being my better half . I couldn’t 
have done it without you . 

Conway Reg Health Sys-AR, 
Family Medicine, CONWAY, AR

Devin Alan Dupree
Thank you so much to my wonderful 
family and friends who’ve selflessly 
supported me on this journey . Thank 
you to Mom and Dad, my brothers, 
Gmom and Gdad, Meme and 
Pawpaw, the Childress family, and 
so many others who have always 
believed in me . Most importantly, 
thank you to my incredible wife, Ellie .
You are my greatest inspiration, and I 
couldn’t have done any of this without 
you . I love you all!

Wake Forest Baptist Med Ctr-NC, Internal 
Medicine, WINSTON-SALEM, NC

Miracline Ebijoyeldhas
Words cannot express my gratitude .
Thank you Amma and Appa for your 
love, support, and sacrifice. Hays, 
thank you so much for all that you 
have given to help me succeed .
Thank you to my wonderful mentors 
who invested in me and helped shape 
my future career in medicine . I will be 
forever grateful for the lessons you all 
have taught me and will carry them as 
I progress to this next phase in life!

LSU SOM-Baton Rouge-LA, Psychiatry, BATON 
ROUGE, LA

Ethan Joseph Echols
From the rigors of this curriculum 
to the irregularities brought by the 
pandemic, the trials of my medical 
education were overcome only 
through the generous and unwavering 
support I have been shown . I offer 
my sincerest gratitude to my family 
and advisors, all of whom were there 
to guide me through every hardship 
and celebrate every victory . Thanks to 
all of you, I stand ready and eager to 
commence the next chapter of this journey .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Neurology, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Andrew Mitchell Eller 
We did it! I’m beyond grateful to 
everybody - the best-ever Mom and 
Dad, you always believed I could 
become a paleontologist; Alyssa, for 
unconditional love and inestimable 
support; Matthew, Erin, and my 
precious family; friends across 
Levy, Germantown, Harding, and 
Anchorage: my triumph is yours . I 
forever owe those giants who walked 
before and looked back again - 
UAMS’ finest, Alaska Retinal Consultants, Dr. Lawrence, and 
Dr . Arnold . Let us never grow weary of doctoring good! 

U Tennessee Health Sci Ctr-Memphis, Internal 
Medicine, MEMPHIS, TN

Audra Staley Favano
It takes a village to raise a Doctor, and 
I may biased but I think I have the best 
village . Thank you to my family for 
being my biggest cheerleaders, and 
my parents for their sacrifices to make 
my dreams a reality .  Thank you to my 
husband Brett who has gone above 
and beyond in supporting me . Finally 
thank you to Jessica, Corbin, Mallory, 
Alec, Bojangles, and Wendy . I would 
be nowhere without you all!

UAMS Regional Centers-AR Family, Medicine, 
BATESVILLE, AR

Mallory Jo Flores
To my friends and family who have 
supported me through everything, 
there aren’t enough words to express 
the gratitude I feel . Thank you to 
my parents, grandparents, brothers, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and in-laws .
Gracias a mi segunda familia por 
amandome como una de ustedes .
A special thank you is due to my 
wonderful husband for supporting 
me through the hardest parts of this 
journey and reminding me to find joy in it all.

Mallory UAMS Regional Centers-AR, Family 
Medicine, BATESVILLE, AR

Brett William Frazier 
Thank you so much to my wonderful 
wife, Taryn . Medical school has been 
a life altering experience, from the 
darkest days to the best of times, you 
have been there . Thank you to both 
my parents, you have been there 
since the beginning and supported me 
through every adventure in life . A last 
thank you to my amazing Grandma for 
always being there and being excited 
during every step of this long journey .

U Oklahoma COM-OK City, Family Medicine, 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
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William Patrick Fuell 
To my family, friends, and mentors, I 
cannot express my gratitude enough 
for the support and guidance you have 
provided me . Your encouragement 
has given me the strength to pursue 
my dreams and overcome obstacles .
A special thank you to Dr . Riley 
for being an incredible mentor and 
helping me purse my dream career .
Thank you all for always being there 
for me during the constant ups and 
downs of medical school . 

Tulane University School of Medicine, Urology, 
New Orleans, LA

Grayson Tyler Glenn 
I would like to thank my family, 
especially my parents, for their 
steadfast support, love, and sacrifice 
in helping me get where I am today . I 
hope to continue making you proud .
Thank you to my mentors for guiding 
me along the way, and to my friends 
for making the last four years some of 
my best yet . This journey has been a 
blessing, and I would not have made it 
without all of you .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Transitional Year, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Garrett Lee Graham 
My deepest gratitude goes to my 
friends, family, and especially my 
sister for their unwavering support 
throughout medical school . Without 
their encouragement, patience, and 
love, I wouldn’t have made it through 
the rigorous coursework and clinical 
rotations . Their belief in me kept me 
motivated, and for that, I am forever 
thankful . Graduating from medical 
school is not just my accomplishment, 
but a shared victory with those who stood by me every step of 
the way .

U Tennessee Health Sci Ctr-Memphis, Emergency 
Medicine, MEMPHIS, TN

Tyler Graham
I want to say thank you to all my 
family and friends that made this 
journey possible . I want to especially 
thank my mother for always 
encouraging me to do my best and to 
pursue this journey in the first place. I 
also want to thank my wife for all the 
support she has given me throughout 
both college and medical school

AdventHealth Florida, Family 
Medicine, ORLANDO, FL

Bryce Allyn Griffin
I am grateful to my wife, mother, 
father, and sister for their love and 
support throughout my medical school 
journey . I truly could not have done 
it without you . Your love and support 
kept me going through it all . Your 
guidance has been instrumental, and 
I recognize the sacrifices you have all 
made to support me . Thank you for 
being a constant source of inspiration .

Univ of Michigan- Grand Rapids, Emergency 
Medicine, GRAND RAPIDS, MI

Zeytun Mohamed Guyo
I would like to thank my husband and 
daughter for their unwavering support 
and sacrifices throughout medical 
school . My parents for instilling in me 
values that I will forever cherish . My 
siblings and friends who cheered me 
on; I will forever be grateful for your 
kindness and generosity 

U Arkansas-Fayetteville Comm 
Progs, Internal Medicine, 
FAYETTEVILLE, AR

Katherine Marie Hart
U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Pathology, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Caitlin Danielle Harty
More people contributed to my being 
here today than I can list . Thank you 
to the friends, family, and educators 
who encouraged me . Thank you, in 
particular, to my parents who kept 
me moving and never doubted for a 
second that I would do all I set out to 
do . Laus Deo . And thank you to my 
husband, who’s nauseated by medical 
stories and still managed to fall in love 
with me anyway . 
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Mallory Elizabeth Heft
Thank you, Mom, Dad, and Chris . You 
guys have been my rocks throughout 
medical school and even before .
Without your constant love, patience, 
and support, I wouldn’t have made 
it here . Thank you to all my other 
friends and family who have loved me 
and encouraged me over the years .
And most importantly, I am thankful 
for God’s goodness and guidance 
throughout this journey .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Interventional 
Radiology, LITTLE ROCK, AR

David Simmons Henry 
I owe an insurmountable debt of 
gratitude to my parents, Judy and 
Cliff, for your constant love, support, 
and patience . To Dakota, thanks 
for sticking with me despite all the 
late nights and weekends at the 
hospital . To Joseph, Grace, Linley, 
Ford, and Garrett, thank you for 
your understanding through all the 
missed milestones . I am grateful to 
all my family and friends for your 
encouragement while sharing this journey with me .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Sawyer Adam Hickey
I want to say thank you to all my 
family and friends for supporting me 
throughout my medical education .
I would like to say thank you to my 
parents, Jimmy and Denise for helping 
me through tough times and always 
being there for me . I would also like to 
say thank you to all of my friends for 
your support and encouragement .

Univ of Missouri-KC Programs, 
Obstetrics-Gynecology, 
KANSAS CITY, MO

Sarah Elizabeth McKenzie Hill
Thank you to my family and friends 
for their unwavering support and 
kindness throughout the last four 
years . Thank you to my teachers, 
mentors, and classmates for 
their patience, guidance, and 
encouragement . I could not be more 
appreciative for this time at UAMS, 
and I am thrilled for the opportunity to 
begin this new chapter .

U Alabama Med Ctr-Birmingham, Obstetrics-
Gynecology, BIRMINGHAM, AL

Cole M. Howie
I would like to dedicate my graduation 
to my incredible family who stood 
behind me and encouraged me in my 
pursuit medical school . Thank you 
Mom, Dad, and the rest of my family 
in for instilling a relentless work ethic 
in me to get to where I am today .
Thank you to my mentors at UAMS 
for helping pave the path to medicine 
for me from the beginning of medical 
school . Thank you to my classmates 
for the unlimited support through the ups and downs we went 
through together . I could not have survived these years of 
hardships and challenges without you all!

U Iowa Hosps and Clinics, Internal Medicine, 
IOWA CITY, IA

Christine Annie Hsu
Many thanks to the unforgettable 
people who supported me throughout 
my medical school journey . Thank you 
Mom, Dad, Eric, and friends at home 
for the encouragement and prayers .
Thank you to my mentors in life who 
guided me to where I am today . Thank 
you to the lifelong friends I made here .
Thank you to my spiritual mom Zoe 
for being a pillar of support and love .
Praise God for where I am today .

Childrens Hosp-Philadelphia-PA, Pediatrics, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA

John Hewett Hunton
Thank you to my parents for always 
supporting my dreams, for pushing 
me to be my absolute best, and for 
showing me firsthand how to be a 
compassionate physician . Thank 
you to my incredible sister for 
always having my back . Thank you 
to my grandparents for loving me 
unconditionally . Finally, thank you to 
my fiancé, Maddy, for always being 
there when I need you most . Love you 
all!

UT Texas Southwestern Med Sch, Phys Medicine 
& Rehab, DALLAS, TX

Kyle Everett Jackson 
I dedicate this achievement to my 
Father, Everett Jackson, and my 
brother, Hunter Drope . I had the 
strength to persevere because you 
were proud of me . I miss you both 
more than words can convey .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Radiology-Diagnostic, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR
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Sammie Turner James III
Thank you to my family who has 
and continues to be my biggest 
supporter . You have always pushed 
me to achieve my dreams . I am also 
thankful for my friends from Catholic 
High, Rhodes College, and UAMS 
who were always there for me . Finally, 
I would like to thank Drs . Joshua 
Daily, Tyler Cunningham, Brian Eble, 
Scott Gatlin, and Julie Wewers for 
mentoring me and introducing me to 
the field that I love so much. 

Baylor Coll Med-Houston-TX, Pediatrics, 
HOUSTON, TX

Emma Margaret Johnson
Thank you, Mom for inspiring me 
to become a doctor and for being 
the best example of a caring, hard-
working physician . Thank you, Dad for 
your unwavering support . Thank you, 
Ruth Ann for always listening . Thank 
you, J and Papa for encouraging and 
supporting me . Thank you, Pam and 
Doug – the best bonus parents in the 
game! Lastly, thank you, Thomas for 
your endless love, grace, and ability to 
make me smile . I love you!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Obstetrics-
Gynecology, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Paige R. Jones-Brooks
All Glory to God! WE DID IT! Mom, 
my guardian angel, this is for you . To 
my husband who has been there for 
every win and loss, my dad, Soror 
Auntie, Granny and Racheal who have 
supported me throughout my life . To 
my amazing mentors, family, friends, 
and my 2022 girls--It’s because of you 
all that I am here and able to inspire 
other black girls like me . Here’s to the 
next chapter!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Pediatrics, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Delice Kayishunge
To my mom: I have needed your 
support, guidance, and love since 
birth . I took to heart your words when 
you said you never got the chance 
to go to school but hoped I would 
get the highest education possible . I 
appreciate everything you have done 
and all the sacrifices you made to 
set me on this path . Thank you for 
all the values you instilled and, most 
importantly, for believing in me .

UT Texas Southwestern Med Sch, Surgery-
Preliminary, DALLAS, TX

Madison Price Kelly
“I want to thank my precious parents 
and two brothers (Mike & Forrest) 
from the bottom of my heart for being 
my ballast throughout these last four 
years — I would not be here today 
without your constant support, love, 
encouragement, and prayers . To 
God be the glory, great things He has 
done! Ephesians 3:20”

UT Texas Southwestern Med 
Sch, Surgery-Preliminary, DALLAS, TX

Clark McAlister Kennedy
I would like to thank my family and 
friends for being my constant support 
over the last four years! Especially 
to my parents, Knight, and Bryce, 
my “thank you” cannot adequately 
express my gratitude for all your time 
spent encouraging, challenging, and 
showing up for me . To my mentors 
and educators, thank you all for 
guiding me and shaping my future in 
medicine – one I could not be more 
excited for!

U Texas Southwestern Med Sch-Dallas, Internal 
Medicine, DALLAS, TX

Chandler Grant Kern 
Wake Forest Baptist Med 
Ctr-NC, Internal Medicine, 
WINSTON-SALEM, NC

Madison Paige Kolb
I would like to thank all of my family, 
friends, mentors who have supported 
me throughout this journey . A very 
special thank you to my parents 
for their unwavering love and 
encouragement- I truly could not 
have done it without you . I am beyond 
grateful and humbled to begin this 
next chapter and I hope to continue 
making you all proud .

Tulane Univ SOM-LA, Internal Medicine, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA
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Kori Lynne Kornet
I wouldn’t be where I am today without 
my incredible support system . Several 
thanks are due . First, to my parents 
and sister, who have supported me 
during my medical training and in 
every endeavor of my life . Second, 
to my husband, who constantly 
encourages me and truly makes every 
day better . Third, to all my remaining 
family and friends, who made this 
journey fun . I love you all and couldn’t 
have done it without you!

Baptist Health-AR, Family Medicine, NORTH 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Rebekah G. Langston
Thank you to my family for all your 
support over these (seven!!) years .
Your encouragement and advice, 
along with your excellent senses of 
humor, have helped me through many 
a challenging moment . You mean the 
world to me!

U Texas Southwestern Med 
Sch-Dallas, Neurological 
Surgery, DALLAS, TX

Kristin Larsen
“I’m incredibly grateful for all the 
family, friends, and mentors who 
have supported me over the years . I’d 
especially like to thank my parents, 
Kim and Thor, my sister, Taylor, 
and my fiancé, Ben, for helping me 
through each stage of this journey .”

U Texas at Austin Dell Medical 
School, Family Medicine, 
AUSTIN, TX

Dakory Lee
First off I wanna thank GOD, my 
parents, family and friends .  I could 
not have made it without their 
support, especially my parents . And 
of course I wanna thank me . I wanna 
thank me for believing in me . I wanna 
thank me for all my hard work . I 
wanna thank me for having no days 
off . Dakory, you a bad man cuh . I 
wanna thank Uncle Snoop for helping 
me with this speech .

Linda University-CA, Vascular Surgery, LOMA 
LINDA, CA

Hannah Loy
“Thank you to my family and friends 
who have always been there rooting 
for me . Thank you for your prayers 
over the years . It’s been a strenuous 
yet rewarding journey, which would 
have been much more difficult without 
you . To Dillon, I wish you could be 
here for this; we made it! To my little 
boy, Noah, thank you for always being 
my biggest fan . I love you!”

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Pediatrics, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Pooja Govind Lukhi
Thank you to Maharaj & Swami and 
all of my family, friends, and mentors 
that supported me throughout my 
medical education . A special thank 
you to my parents, Gopi, Mom, Papa, 
my in-laws, and Bheem: you inspired 
me to never give up! To the love of my 
life, my rock, my soulmate Chintan: 
I am so grateful and thankful for 
your unconditional love and faith in 
me during this journey . I love you so 
much! 

Austin Sykes Martin
First, thanks to all the mentors who 
have guided my journey . To my 
mother and father, thank you for 
loving me unconditionally and molding 
me into the man I am today . Madeline 
and JuJu, thanks for being my closest 
friends - I’m so proud to be your big 
brother . And last but certainly not 
least, thanks to my grandparents, 
both living and late, for your countless 
sacrifices. Without you all, I would not 
be here .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Jack Lewis Massey
Univ of Arkansas College of 
Med, Urology, Little Rock, AR
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Nicolas Katkhordeh Maynard
“Thank you to my parents, Roger and 
Fereshteh, and my family, who always 
have my back and propel me forward .
Thank you to my mentors for helping 
me navigate medical school and for 
advocating on my behalf . Finally, 
thank you to Connor, Grayson, Tim, 
Jake, Jimmy, and Khaled for creating 
unforgettable memories with me that 
I’ll look back fondly on, laugh heavily 
about, and tell legendary tales of for 
the rest of my life .”

St Louis Univ SOM-MO, Interventional Radiology, 
ST. LOUIS, MO

Zachary McConnell
Thank you to my family and friends 
for your love and encouragement 
throughout my medical education . I 
could not have done it without your 
support . I am also thankful for the 
mentors who have invested time to 
teach and guide me along the way .
I am grateful to have made it this far 
and look forward to what the future 
holds! 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, General Surgery, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Scarlett Campbell McCracken
I want to thank my family for their 
endless love and support during my 
medical education . A special thanks 
to my mom who showed me how to 
advocate for patients, and my dad 
who inspired me to dream bigger 
and to “make the world your oyster .” 
Thank you to my four brothers for the 
irreplaceable friendships and inside 
jokes, and my uncle and grandaddy 
for the fun visits and always believing 
in me .

Baylor Univ Med Ctr-Dallas-TX, Pathology, 
DALLAS, TX

Alyson Cole McKinnon
To my parents, thank you for always 
believing in me and encouraging me 
to chase my dreams . I wouldn’t be 
here without the lessons you taught 
me . To my friends, thank you for 
making medical school fun . I am so 
grateful for your friendships . Finally, to 
Evan, thank you for your unwavering 
support, for making me laugh on 
hard days, and for loving me so well 
throughout this journey . 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Dermatology, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Anna Marie Mears
Thank you to my family, especially my 
parents William and Lana who have 
been there for me since the beginning 
when all the science I knew came 
from Forensic Files .  To my husband 
Cameron, I cannot thank you enough 
for everything you have done for me . 
It has been an honor and privilege to 
go through this journey together, and I 
can’t wait to see where life takes us . 

Conway Reg Health Sys-AR, Family Medicine, 
CONWAY, AR

Jack Edward Merten
Thank you to Mom, Dad, Tim, Emily, 
Rachel, and JD for your unwavering 
support and encouragement these 
past four years . To my incredible 
friends, thank you for all the memories 
and laughs we shared during these 
challenging times . Finally, thank you 
to all the mentors and advisors who 
dedicated their time to helping me 
navigate medical school and prepare 
for the next chapter!

Baptist Health-AR, Psychiatry, NORTH LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Mary Elizabeth Morrison
Thank you to all my family and friends 
who have loved and supported 
throughout my education .  You all 
helped me through the most difficult 
days and brought so much joy and 
happiness to these past few years .  A 
special thank you to Mr . Cooper for 
inspiring me everyday . I love you all 
and couldn’t have done it without you . 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Psychiatry, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Calie Madison Morrison-
Brownlee
God has blessed me with such 
wonderful parents, family, and 
friends-I wouldn’t be here today 
if it were not for each of you .
Special thanks to my parents for 
your unwavering support and 
encouragement, and to Cam for being 
by my side every step of the way . I 
love y’all!

U Iowa Hosps and Clinics, Internal Medicine, 
IOWA CITY, IA
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Varenya Nallur
Thank you to my professors, 
advisors, and patients for inspiring 
me to work hard and nurturing my 
love for medicine . Thank you to my 
closest friends and my life partner for 
always being my shoulder to lean on 
during the toughest of times . Most 
importantly, thank you to my family for 
supporting me no matter what . 

residency

Naseeruddin W. Naseem 
I want to give thanks to my family 
for their support throughout this 
endeavor . My parents have provided 
constant love—and homemade 
meals—to pull me through . My 
siblings Waleed and Heba have given 
me wisdom and guidance on how to 
survive and succeed in medicine . My 
sisters Saba and Sofia have provided 
me with endless moral support . My 
adorable nieces and nephews Zahran, Ayla, and Ayden have 
been there to always cheer me on .

Tulane Univ SOM-LA, Internal Medicine, NEW 
ORLEANS, LA

Caleb James Nissen
First and foremost, thank you to my 
parents for their unwavering love and 
support . I would not be here without 
them . The encouragement I received 
from my brothers and grandparents 
was also invaluable, and for that I 
am grateful . Finally, thanks to all my 
friends who never failed to keep me 
laughing throughout these difficult 
four years . 

Indiana University SOM, Psychiatry, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Nadia Okoree-Siaw
Thank you is not a big enough phrase 
to express my gratitude towards the 
people who helped me through my 
medical school journey . I want to 
give a big shout-out to my family, 
especially my sister, Nanette, who 
encouraged me to persevere through 
those rough times . Also, I am glad that 
I found community in the other black 
students at UAMS . I am going to need 
even more support to get through 
residency!

UA Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Psychiatry, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR 

Robert Hays Osborne
I would like to thank my family for their 
boundless support . Without their help, 
I never would have gotten where I am 
today .  I would also like to thank the 
multitude of mentors that taught and 
inspired me from adolescence to the 
closing days of my time as a medical 
student . You all helped to open this 
next chapter of my life and I am 
forever grateful .

UAMS Regional Centers-AR. Internal Medicine. 
FAYETTEVILLE. AR

Alexandra Grace Otwell
Mom, Dad, Caroline and our entire 
family, thank you for always believing 
in me and encouraging me to 
follow my dreams – I would not be 
standing here today without y’all .
Nana, thank you for first inspiring 
me to become a doctor . To all of 
my friends, thank you for sticking 
by me during these challenging 
years and keeping life fun .
Lastly, Winnie, thank you for being the 
best companion a girl could ask for!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock. General Surgery. 
LITTLE ROCK. AR

Thomas Edward Owens
I would like to thank all of my friends, 
teachers and classmates for their 
encouragement during this journey! 
I especially want to recognize my 
mother, Judy, for always putting me 
first and making this accomplishment 
possible . To my uncle Blant Hurt- 
thank you for always believing in me .
I am also grateful to mentors such 
as Dr . Julie Gunderson, Dr . Matt 
Spond and Dr . Steven McKee for their 
wisdom and example . 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Anesthesiology, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Carter Miquel Pacheco
Thank you to all the friends and 
mentors that have brought happiness 
to my life and helped me each step 
of the way . I would like to thank my 
parents for supporting me throughout 
my journey . To Aaron Daniel, thank 
you for everything . To Matt and Dr .
Thapa, thank you for believing in me .
Lastly, I’m grateful for my two pups, 
Luna and Pluto, for always making me 
laugh . 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock. Anesthesiology. 
LITTLE ROCK. AR
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Quentin Eugene Parker
Shelby (the MVP), you have been 
patient, kind, and encouraging at 
every step of the process - thank you .
Millie & Callie, you are the coolest 
woman around - I’m lucky to be your 
dad . Mom & Dad, thanks for the 
opportunities you have given me to 
make this come true . Thanks to the 
entire Gowen crew, the hive (& family), 
and friends for being a part of our 
village and supporting our family!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock. Anesthesiology. 
LITTLE ROCK. AR

Kyle William Peterson
Thank you to my wonderful family for 
the love and support over these last 
four years .

Mayo Clinic School of 
Grad Med Educ. Radiation 
Oncology. JACKSONVILLE. FL

Natalie Elise Phelan
To my wonderful and brilliant parents, 
I’ll never be able to thank you enough 
for your unwavering encouragement, 
support, and sacrifice, all of which 
have allowed me to be standing here .
To Matthew, I wouldn’t be who I am 
without my best friend in my corner .
To Kyle, thank you for your patience 
and belief in my potential . And to 
my family and friends, thank you for 
always rooting for my success . I love 
you!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Radiology-Diag/
NuRad, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Michael Scott Powell
My dearest Havvah – Thank you for 
your unwavering support, relentless 
encouragement, and inspirational 
strength . I’ll forever be your #1 
fan! Elisha, Elia-Lynn, Avishai and 
Amitai – Our time wrestling, playing, 
exploring, and building have brought 
me unspeakable joy . I’m proud to be 
your Abba . Powells – Thank you for 
supporting and caring for us through 
this process . Love you guys! Rhodes 
– Thank you for your example, vision, and for journeying with 
us as we spend our nickel .

East Tennessee St Univ, General Surgery, 
JOHNSON CITY, TN

Ashton Skyler Purtle-Smith
I’m beyond appreciative to my 
parents, family, and friends for their 
unwavering love, support, and prayers 
during this journey . Meesh, my best 
friend and confidant, I couldn’t have 
made it where I am today without all 
that you’ve poured into me . To my 
husband, Drew, thank you for being 
by my side for every up and down of 
medical school . You and Jenny keep 
me smiling . I hope I continue to make 
you all proud!

U Kansas SOM-Kansas City, Psychiatry, KANSAS 
CITY, KS

Patricia Ahitziri Ramos
Gracias a mi madre para todo 
su amor y apoyo . Siempre me 
empujabas a ser la mejor de mí . No 
estaría aquí sin ti . Thank you, father, 
for your confidence in me to achieve 
great things . Thank you to my mentors 
for your unwavering encouragement 
and guidance . And thank you to 
Lewis . You always made me smile 
during the hardest of times . I love you, 
and I promise to continue making you 
all proud!

U Kansas SOM-Kansas City, Psychiatry, KANSAS 
CITY, KS

Seth Colton Ransom 
The way of the faithful is committing 
to pay the price even when the cost 
cannot yet be known and trusting that 
in the end it will be worth it .
-Anonymous To my father: thank you 
for inspiring me . To my mother: thank 
you for supporting me . To my brother: 
thank you for guiding me . To Payton: 
thank you for loving me .
In loving memory of C .E . Ransom Jr ., 
M .D .

Mayo Clinic School of Grad Med Educ-M, 
Neurological Surgery, ROCHESTER, MN

Calvin Tyler Ratliff
I would like to thank my family and 
friends for their love and support 
during my medical education! I want 
to especially thank my parents for 
their unwavering encouragement and 
guidance during this journey . 

UAMS Regional Centers-AR, 
Internal Medicine, 
FAYETTEVILLE, AR
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Olivia Ray
Thank you to my friends and family for 
all their words of encouragement and 
support . To my parents, thank you for 
being such wonderful role models and 
giving me love and confidence when I 
needed it most . 

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Emergency Medicine, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Nathan Allen Redding
U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
General Surgery, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Lauren Elizabeth Roeder
I would like to thank my family for 
their constant love and support 
throughout my life, with a special 
thank you to my Grandma Pat . Thank 
you to Blake, who has experienced 
the ups and downs of medical 
school with me . Thank you to my 
mentor, Dr . Bumpass, and the UAMS 
Orthopaedics Department . I am 
forever grateful for the continued 
support and encouragement that has 
allowed my dreams to become a reality .  

St Louis Univ SOM-MO, Orthopaedic Surgery, ST 
LOUIS, MO

Sydney Paige Rogers
Thank you to my dad, for encouraging 
and supporting me in every one of my 
dreams . To my friends, for reminding 
me what the world looks like outside 
of a hospital . To Dillon, for being 
present for every smile and every 
tear and every moment in between .
To Hugo, for being the best medical 
school dog a girl could ask for . And to 
my patients, old and new, that keep 
me striving for progress .

Childrens Mercy Hospital-MO, Pediatrics, KANSAS 
CITY, MO

Weston Douglas Rogers
First and foremost, I want to give my 
thanks to my savior Jesus Christ, 
who I’ve leaned on as my source 
of strength and joy .  I also want to 
thank all of my family and friends who 
have helped support me my entire 
life and always believed in me .  I 
also want to specifically thank my 
brother-in-law Cale for introducing me 
to the field of PM&R and mentoring 
me .  Congratulations to all of my 
classmates!

Univ Hospitals-Columbia, Phys Medicine & Rehab, 
COLUMBIA, MO

Hunter Rose
I’d first like to thank my mom and dad 
for their love and support, along with 
all their sacrifices over the years to 
make sure I’m always in a position to 
succeed . Thanks to all my Unguided 
buddies in the class for keeping me 
sane and making these four years 
some of the best . Thanks to my 
girlfriend Ashley for all her patience 
and support . Woo pig!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Orthopaedic 
Surgery, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Kaitlin Hunter Rose
“I’d like to thank my dad for always 
providing his unsolicited wisdom and 
support, my stepmom for always 
keeping my family down to earth, 
my mom for her lightheartedness, 
my siblings for reminding me I’m not 
always the most important person in 
the room, and my husband, friends, 
and fur children for always making 
me feel like I am the most important .
I love you all more than everything . I 
wouldn’t be here without you .”

U Kansas SOM-Kansas City, Family Medicine, 
KANSAS CITY, KS

Lelia Faith Johnson 
Rosenkrans
An enormous and sincere thank you 
to my family, friends, and mentors 
during the most strenuous yet exciting 
four years of life thus far . You all 
helped to keep me sane, inspired, and 
pushing forward . You made me laugh 
when I wanted to cry, and smile when 
I was down . I am forever grateful for 
you all . Special shout-out to my mom 
and dad . 

Providence Sacred Heart Med Ctr-WA, Family 
Medicine, SPOKANE, WA
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Jonathon Dean Ross
I am so blessed and thankful to have 
friends and family that care so much 
about me to support me through this 
journey .  I hope that they all know how 
much they mean to me .  Mom, you 
are my inspiration and the reason I 
keep going .  I am so proud to be your 
son!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Phys Medicine & Rehab, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Mason Andrew Rostollan
I would like to thank all my amazing 
friends and family who have 
supported me through this endeavor .
They’ve celebrated with me at the 
peaks and picked me up during the 
lows . I’d also like to thank my mentors 
who have guided me in more ways 
than they know . And thank you to 
Brent who has held my hand through 
this unforgettable journey .

U Texas Southwestern Med Sch-Dallas, 
Pediatrics, DALLAS, TX

Tariq Abdallah Salem
“I would like to give a big ole’ thank 
you to my family, friends, and mentors 
that have been by my side during 
all these years . To those who have 
encouraged my imagination and 
supported my wildest dreams, thank 
you, from the bottom of my heart .”

U Colorado SOM-Denver, 
Psychiatry, AURORA, CO

Kiley Rochelle Schlortt
Thank you so much to all the friends, 
family, and mentors who helped 
me get where I am now .  Thank 
you especially to my parents, who 
encouraged me and gave me their 
unwavering support throughout this 
journey .  Thank you also to my little 
sisters, Casey and Erinn, and my 
brother, CJ .  You have listened to me, 
helped me, and have been such a 
support for me, even from so far away .  
I love you all .

Scott Airforce Base, Family Medicine, Belleville, 
IL

Sandra Scroggins
To my family, especially Grant and 
Addie . I am so grateful for your 
support and love . Your words of 
encouragement and unwavering belief 
in me have made so much in my life 
possible . I would not have wanted to 
take this journey with anyone else . 
As always, I look forward to our next 
adventure!

SIU SOM & Affil Hosps-IL, 
Radiology-Diagnostic, SPRINGFIELD, IL

Michaela Rose Seltzer 
Thank you so much to my family, 
friends, and dog, Hazel . You have 
been there to celebrate the wins and 
to help me through the losses . I would 
not be where I am today without your 
love and support!

Oregon Health & Science Univ, 
General Surgery, PORTLAND, 
OR

Dhaval Sunil Shah
I want to thank my family, my friends 
and especially my wife for being there 
for me through this process . I really 
enjoyed my time at UAMS and will 
cherish the relationships I’ve made 
with fellow students, residents, and 
faculty here . I’d also like to thank my 
daughter Lily for being a source of 
both stress and its relief, but mostly 
the latter .

U Tennessee Health Sci Ctr-Memphis, 
MedicinevPediatrics, MEMPHIS, TN

Adrian Shuler
 would like to thank my friends and 
family for supporting me through 
medical school . I couldn’t have done it 
without their encouragement . I would 
also like to thank my mentors and the 
UAMS faculty for their guidance and 
advice throughout medical school .

Health Education Services-TN, 
Transitional Year, 
HATTIESBURG, MS
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Jessica Blair Campbell Sifford
“Thank you to everyone that made 
this possible, and my family who 
have always supported me . I would 
especially like to acknowledge my 
parents, Robin and Ed Campbell, my 
sister, Mara Campbell, my husband, 
Mason Sifford, and my in-laws, 
Charles and Susan Sifford . I would 
also like to thank my dogs, Hercules 
and Apollo Sifford .”

Univ of Missouri-KC/CBM, Psychiatry, KANSAS 
CITY, MO

Mason Charles Sifford
Univ of Missouri-KC Programs, 
Obstetrics-Gynecology, 
KANSAS CITY, MO

Allison Harmsworth Smith 
Thank you to my family and friends 
who have supported me through this 
journey! To my parents, Alan and 
Tina—thank you for your love and 
constant willingness to listen when I 
was stressed out . To my dog, Millie—
You’re the best study buddy . And to 
my husband, Clayton—thank you for 
making my dreams your dreams and 
being my rock during school . I’m so 
excited to see what the future holds!

Baylor Univ Med Ctr-DallasvTX, Emergency 
Medicine, DALLAS, TX

Chelsea Lauren Smith
I am forever grateful for the people 
who have rode the highs and lows 
with me along this journey . Thank 
you especially to my parents—it 
would have been impossible to reach 
this graduation without you . To my 
sister, grandparents, mentors, and 
friends, you are so dear to me and 
I will never forget the role you have 
played . I thank God for you and for 
the opportunity to learn and care for 
patients . 

U Kansas SOM-Kansas City, Internal Medicine, 
KANSAS CITY, KS

Micah Huckabee Smith
Thank you to my family for your 
constant love and support, my dog 
Dani for the emotional support, and 
most importantly, my husband Alex, 
who never lacks in encouragement 
and is my biggest inspiration . I am 
also grateful to have been surrounded 
by wonderful classmates, residents, 
and mentors who take the time to 
invest in the future of medicine .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Anesthesiology, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Jessica Marie Snelgrove
Through this journey, my family 
and friends have given me endless 
support, encouragement, love, and 
chocolate . I want to say thank you 
to all of the people who made this 
day possible for me . I would like 
to specifically thank my lab study 
group and my husband for being safe 
spaces during some trying times and 
for being fun and uplifting the rest 
of the time! I couldn’t have done this 
without them .

UAMS Regional Centers-AR, Family Medicine, 
BATESVILLE, AR

Sydnee Makenna Sosa
I’m incredibly grateful for the 
support of my family and friends 
throughout my academic journey .
Their encouragement, patience, and 
understanding have been instrumental 
in my success . I am blessed to have 
such a strong support system and I 
wouldn’t be here today without their 
love and guidance . Cheers to the next 
chapter!

HCA Healthcare/TriStar 
Nashville-TN, Psychiatry, NASHVILLE, TN

Mason Thomas Speir
I just want to thank my family: 
Maegan, Michael, and Eleanor . I 
couldn’t have done this without their 
love and support .
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Austin Glenn Squires
I want to say thank you to my family 
for all of their support and help 
throughout medical school, especially 
to my parents for the millions of times 
I called them to ask a medication 
question . I mainly want to thank my 
wife and daughter for all of the love, 
support, and happiness they provided 
throughout these four years . I love you 
so much and could not have done it 
without you guys . 

University Hosps-Columbia-MO, Family Medicine, 
COLUMBIA, MO

Kelley Noel Squires
I would like to thank my family for 
all of the support they provided 
throughout these four years . I mostly 
would like to thank my husband, 
daughter, and of course our dog Ciri .
You guys provided me with so much 
love, inspiration, and support and I 
really don’t think I could have made it 
through medical school without you .
Thank you for always motivating me to 
push through to the end, I love you .

University Hosps-Columbia-MO, Pediatrics, 
COLUMBIA, MO

Alec Ross Stover
Sara Jean Sustich ‘The gratitude I 
have for the journey and opportunities 
I’ve had over the past 4 years is 
indescribable . Thank you to my family 
who has supported, encouraged, and 
inspired me along this path; to my 
friends who have provided so much 
love and laughter during stressful 
times; and to my mentors and faculty 
who have helped me achieve things 
beyond what I thought possible . I 
would not be here if not for you people .’

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Anesthesiology, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Sara Jean Sustich
‘The gratitude I have for the journey 
and opportunities I’ve had over the 
past 4 years is indescribable . Thank 
you to my family who has supported, 
encouraged, and inspired me along 
this path; to my friends who have 
provided so much love and laughter 
during stressful times; and to my 
mentors and faculty who have helped 
me achieve things beyond what I 
thought possible . I would not be here 
if not for you people .’ 

U Oklahoma COM-OK, Orthopaedic Surgery, 
Oklahoma City, OK

Marinna Raef Tadros
All the credit goes to the grace of 
God . Thanks to my family, friends, 
and St . George church family for 
being a source of comfort and 
support through my time at UAMS 
and beyond . God gave me a village! 
I would also like to thank my mentor 
Dr . Simmons for encouraging and 
challenging me to take steps towards 
my career that I never thought 
would have been possible for me! 2 
Corinthians 12:10

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Surgery-Preliminary, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Julienne Grace Thomas 
We all know I wouldn’t be here without 
the Lord’s grace and mercy . To my 
wonderful Nick, you are the true 
rockstar . Thank you for your continual 
support of our family and your love .
To Mom, Dad, Finley, Charles, and 
Dutch, thank you for your patience 
and understanding . To Toni and Jim, 
thank you for your encouragement for 
my success . To Mary and Sawyer, my 
friends through the worst of it, thank 
you .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Pediatrics, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Natasha Simone Thompson
There are so many supporters who 
have poured into me during this 
journey and I’m eternally grateful .
I would first like to thank my mom 
for her unwavering support and 
the life she spoke into me when I 
needed it most . I want to thank my 
beautiful family and friends for always 
being there and believing in me . I’m 
humbled to continue my journey in 
medicine and excited to see what the 
future holds!

Indiana University SOM, Obstetrics-Gynecology, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Zachary Todd Tierney
Thank you to my wonderful family for 
providing me with more unconditional 
love and support than I could shake a 
stick at! Thank you to my friends and 
classmates for your encouragement 
and understanding over the years! 
Last but certainly not least, thank you, 
Helena, for being the best partner/
tutor/upper-level resident I could ever 
ask for! I wouldn’t be here without you 
all, and I greatly appreciate everything 
you guys have done!

John Peter Smith Hosp-TX, Emergency Medicine, 
FORT WORTH, TX
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Matthew Tam-Linh Tran
Many thanks to: my parents for 
their many encouragements and 
sacrifices to help me reach this point 
in my journey; my significant other, 
siblings, honorary brother, and friends 
for adding brightness and color to 
my gray world; my mentors for their 
knowledge, wisdom, and time; and 
everyone whose thoughts, support, 
and prayers have given me strength 
along the way .

Baptist Mem Med Education-TN, Family Medicine, 
MEMPHIS, TN

Tarahn Turner 
I want to thank my mom, LeAnn, for 
being my very best friend . I’d be so 
lost without you . Thank you to my dad, 
Sammy, who is not only my favorite 
doctor, but my biggest hero . I have 
always wanted to be just like you .
Blaine and Slaide, I’m so proud to be 
your sister . Thank you for reminding 
me to laugh at everything, including 
myself, as often as possible . I love you 
all .

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Psychiatry, LITTLE 
ROCK, AR

Krishna Sasank Vellanki
I would like to thank my family and 
friends for supporting me throughout 
my medical school journey . A special 
thanks to my parents, I could not 
have done it with out their love and 
encouragement . I would like to thank 
my mentors who have invested their 
time in helping me achieve my goals .
I look forward to the next phase of 
my life where I continue to pursue 
knowledge in my field.  

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Internal Medicine, 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Manasa Veluvolu
I would not be where I am today 
without the many people, including 
family, friends, mentors and 
patients, who have encouraged and 
supported me in figuring out my 
passions and interests over the years . I 
am forever grateful for the countless 
hours you all spent helping me become 
a better person and doctor . Thank you!

U Kentucky Med Ctr, General 
Surgery, LEXINGTON, KY

Breanna A. Walker 
To my husband, Josh, thank you for 
your unwavering love and support 
when things get tough . To my son, 
Maverick, thank you for being my light 
and my reason after a long day . Mom, 
Dad, and Monique, thank you for your 
encouragement over the years and 
always reminding me of my worth . To 
my in-laws, thank you for making my 
life easy when things get complicated .
The Lord is my strength . Psalm 28:7

Baptist Health-AR, Family Medicine, NORTH 
LITTLE ROCK, AR

Zackary Kyle Wary
Thank you to all my family and friends 
who supported me throughout this 
journey . I could not have done it 
without you!

Walter Reed National Medical 
Center, Pathology, Bethesda, 
MD

Conner Darrell Webb
I’d like to thank my parents, family, 
and friends for all of their support 
throughout medical school . Most of 
all, I’d like to thank the person that 
has carried me through more than 
anyone else, my wife Cassie . She was 
always there to comfort me on the 
terrible days, cry with me on the sad 
days, and laugh with me every other 
day . She’s the greatest partner I could 
have ever asked for!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, Medicine-
Pediatrics, LITTLE ROCK, AR

Joshua Garrett Welch
U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Anesthesiology, LITTLE ROCK, 
AR
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Jedidiah Coy Whitt
I want to thank my parents and Brooke 
for helping me through the hard times 
in my education, and for always 
supporting me in my endeavors . I 
want to thank the rest of my family 
and friends for supporting me . I also 
want to thank my professors who have 
provided me an excellent education .

UAMS Regional Centers-AR, 
Family Medicine, BATESVILLE, 
AR

Conrad Tyrone Williams
Foremost I give thanks to God, 
without whose grace and mercy I 
could not hope to be here . Likewise, 
to my wife Pip whose unparalleled 
patience has made this journey 
possible . Lastly, I want to thank each 
of my classmates . Your friendship 
and support have made these four 
years some of the best and learning 
alongside you all have been an honor . 

Loyola Univ Med Ctr-IL, General Surgery, 
MAYWOOD, IL

Taylor Drew Wilson 
Thank you to my family for supporting 
me through this incredible journey .
You all gave me confidence, allowed 
me to speak out my thoughts, and 
guided me through to my next step in 
this journey, and I could not be more 
appreciative . I also want to thank my 
friends for being great study partners 
or making fun day to day and allowing 
this experience to be something I will 
not forget .

Baptist Mem Med Education-AR, Internal 
Medicine, JONESBORO, AR

Aimee Elizabeth Yeates 
Thank you to my family and friends for 
supporting me! I couldn’t have done it 
without you . You always encouraged 
me, even when I didn’t believe in 
myself . I love you all so much! And 
thank you so much to my mentors 
throughout this process, who made 
this a little less scary and a little more 
bearable .

Wright-Patterson Medical 
Center, Pediatrics, Dayton, OH

Megan Elizabeth Young 
Thank you to all my family and friends 
for your support during my time here 
at UAMS! Thank you Dad, Tonya, 
Ash & Jess for your constant love 
and encouragement . Special thanks 
to my fiancé Jared and our dog Chip 
for holding me up during the toughest 
times . I would not be here without you .
I love you all and am excited for what 
the future holds!

U Arkansas COM-Little Rock, 
Obstetrics-Gynecology, LITTLE ROCK, AR
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