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DEAN'S HONOR DAY | The College of Medicine paid tribute to outstanding faculty
and staff at the annual Dean's Honor Day Ceremony on April 25. Capping the
ceremony, the Distinguished Faculty Service Award was presented to David L.
Davies, Ph.D., Professor of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences, who
has served on the faculty for 38 years and continues to lead key educational
activities for the college. Dr. Davies has long been recognized as an exceptional
educator.

“When you attend this
ceremony, you are guaranteed
to learn incredible things about

some of our colleagues. It
makes you realize the impact

that a commitment to
excellence can have.”

- Interim Dean G. Richard Smith, M.D.

Read more about Dr. Davies and the
ceremony overall in this web story.

MEET OUR HONOREES | Read
tributes to the 16 additional faculty, staff
and teams who received awards here,
or click on the read-more links for each
honoree below to go directly to their
profile.

https://news.uams.edu/2023/04/27/college-of-medicine-recognizes-exemplary-team-members-at-2023-deans-honor-day/
https://news.uams.edu/2023/04/27/college-of-medicine-recognizes-exemplary-team-members-at-2023-deans-honor-day/
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/


Video recording of the ceremony
Video tribute: faculty being promoted to Associate Professor
Video tribute: faculty being promoted to Professor,
Distinguished Professor or Emeritus status
List of faculty receiving Promotion and/or Tenure

STAFF EXCELLENCE:
EDUCATION

Kelly Hamman, LCSW, has dedicated
her career to serving and advocating for
some of the most vulnerable Arkansans
as a trainer with Arkansas Building
Effective Services for Trauma
(ARBEST) in the UAMS Psychiatric
Research Institute. 
READ MORE

STAFF EXCELLENCE:
RESEARCH

Angela Kyzer, B.A., has provided
stellar support for researchers in the
Department of Family and Preventive
Medicine for 19 years. She currently
serves as the program manager for
multiple community-based intervention
studies involving efforts to support young
children’s social-emotional
development.
READ MORE

https://youtu.be/Mcmrw4HXWmk
https://youtu.be/Mcmrw4HXWmk
https://youtu.be/qfJIWN0CAIU
https://youtu.be/wSKRj5V-xHI
https://medicine.uams.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/COM-Promotion-Tenure-2023-Recipients-List.pdf
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#hamman
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#hamman
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#kyzer
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#kyzer


STAFF EXCELLENCE:
ADMINISTRATION

Mark Mosby, B.S., has served in
administrative, research and regulatory-
focused positions at UAMS for 24 years.
As administrator for the Division of
Endocrinology and Metabolism since
2011, he is responsible for the daily
administration of faculty and staff,
management of division budgets that
include seven National Institutes of
Health (NIH) grants, and more.
READ MORE

RESIDENCY EDUCATOR:
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Stephanie Veach, B.A., makes life
smoother for trainees and faculty alike in
five pediatric fellowship programs,
including Hematology-Oncology, where
nominator Joanna Mack, M.D., said she
is indispensable. “I could not do my job
as a physician and program director
without her,” says Dr. Mack.
READ MORE

RESIDENCY EDUCATOR:
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Mollie Meek, M.D., has excelled in
numerous educational and clinical
leadership roles in the Department of
Radiology, including Division Director of
Interventional Radiology since 2012 and
Program Director for the Interventional
Radiology Integrated Residency since
its inception in 2016.
READ MORE

https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#mosby
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#mosby
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#veach
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#veach
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#meek
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#meek


MASTER TEACHER

Rosalia C.M. Simmen, Ph.D., is highly
regarded for her commitment to
educational excellence in the classroom
and for providing outstanding
mentorship for graduate and medical
students as well as early career
scientists in the fields of endocrinology,
physiology, and cell and cancer biology.
READ MORE

EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION

Family and Preventive Medicine
colleagues Leslie Stone, M.D., MPH,
and William Ventres, M.D., M.A.,
developed and implemented
Philosophies of Family Medicine, an
innovative and well-received curriculum
for third-year medical students
completing their clinical rotations in
family medicine.
READ MORE

LEONARD TOW HUMANISM
IN MEDICINE

Deidre Wyrick, M.D., is just a few years
into her career as a faculty member, but
the pediatric surgeon is proof that you
do not need years of experience as
faculty to be recognized as among the
best. She proves that every day with the
standard of care she provides.
READ MORE

https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#simmen
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#simmen
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#stoneventres
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#stoneventres
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#wyrick
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#wyrick


EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH

Paul Drew, Ph.D., is an internationally
recognized neuroscientist who has
contributed substantially to the research
enterprise at UAMS for the past 26
years through scholarly work, teaching
and mentoring, and numerous research
leadership roles.
READ MORE

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE:
ADVANCED PRACTICE PROVIDER

Jennifer York, APRN, is so highly
respected and appreciated by clinical
colleagues, learners and others at
Arkansas Children’s that if you are
walking through the hospital with her and
are in a hurry, it might be difficult making
your way to your destination with so
many stopping for her advice.
READ MORE

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE:
QUALITY & SAFETY

Zachary Lewis, M.D., is dedicated to
ensuring the quality and safety of care
for patients in the Emergency
Department now and in the future
through education, quality assurance
activities and other measures.
READ MORE

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE:
SERVICE & PROFESSIONALISM

Konstantinos Arnaoutakis, M.D.,
brings excellent clinical skills, leadership
and a strong commitment to service to
his work with patients, fellows and other
learners in the Division of
Hematology/Oncology.
READ MORE

https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#drew
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#drew
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#york
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#york
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#lewis
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#lewis
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#arnaoutakis
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#arnaoutakis


CLINICAL EXCELLENCE:
BEST CONSULTING PHYSICIAN

Samidha Tripathi, M.D., was formally
appointed as director of the
Consultation-Liaison Psychiatry Service
at UAMS last year in recognition of her
outstanding collaborative work as a
psychiatrist and consulting physician. 
READ MORE

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE:
COLLABORATIONS & TEAMWORK

In 2017, an interdisciplinary team of
laboratory specialists, pharmacists and
infectious disease experts came
together to help address the medical,
financial and public health burdens that
bloodstream infections impose in
hospitals such as UAMS.
READ MORE

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE
RISING STAR

Joseph Henske, M.D., has quickly
garnered recognition as an outstanding,
extremely dedicated and effective
diabetes-focused clinician and educator
who has made fundamental
contributions to the UAMS mission.
READ MORE

https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#tripathi
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#tripathi
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#rosenbaumteam
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#rosenbaumteam
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#henske
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#henske


CLINICAL EXCELLENCE:
PHYSICIAN OF THE YEAR

Thomas Kiser, M.D., MPH, has
dedicated his career to providing stellar
care for Arkansans with spinal cord
injuries and other conditions requiring
highly specialized physical rehabilitation.
“Over the past 26-plus years, Dr. Kiser
has distinguished himself locally and
nationally as an outstanding clinician and
teacher ..."
READ MORE
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Faculty Investitures

UAMS Invests Laura Dunn, M.D., in Psychiatry Chair
Congratulations to Laura Dunn, M.D.,
Professor and Chair of the Department
of Psychiatry and Director of the UAMS
Psychiatric Research Institute, on her
formal investiture in the Marie Wilson
Howells Chair in Psychiatry and
Behavorial Sciences on April 20.
READ MORE

 

Arkansas Children's Invests Faculty in Endowed Chairs

https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#kiser
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/deans-honor-day-2023-meet-our-honorees/#kiser
https://news.uams.edu/2023/04/25/uams-invests-laura-b-dunn-m-d-in-marie-wilson-howells-chair-in-psychiatry-and-behavioral-sciences/
https://news.uams.edu/2023/04/25/uams-invests-laura-b-dunn-m-d-in-marie-wilson-howells-chair-in-psychiatry-and-behavioral-sciences/


Congratulations to the four College of Medicine faculty members who were invested
in endowed chairs based at Arkansas Children's yesterday evening, April 26. The
colleagues were honored by Arkansas Children's President and CEO Marcy
Doderer, FACHE, Interim College of Medicine Dean and UAMS Executive Vice
Chancellor G. Richard Smith, M.D., and other leaders and guests.

Sid Dassinger, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Chief of the Division of Pediatric
Surgery, was invested in the John Boyd Family Endowed Chair in Pediatric
Surgery.

David Kawatu, M.D., M.Sc., Professor of Pediatrics and Chief of Pediatric
Gastroenterology, was invested in the Jane and Frank Lyon Endowed Chair in
Gastroenterology.

Robert Lyle, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics in the Neonatology Section, was
invested in the Rockefeller Endowed Chair for Children with Special Healthcare
Needs.

Tamara Perry, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics and Chief of Pediatric Allergy and
Immunology, was invested in the Dr. & Mrs. Leeman King Endowed Chair in
Pediatric Allergy.

Back to the Top 
 

New Faculty

Rajesh Srivastava, M.D., has joined
the Department of Anesthesiology as
an Assistant Professor. READ MORE

Khushboo Gupta, M.D., M.S., has
joined the Department of Radiology as
an Assistant Professor in the Nuclear
Medicine Division. READ MORE
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Recent Grants

https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/recent-faculty-appointments-april-2023/#srivastava
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/recent-faculty-appointments-april-2023/#srivastava
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/recent-faculty-appointments-april-2023/#gupta
https://medicine.uams.edu/blog/recent-faculty-appointments-april-2023/#gupta


ENSURING THE BEST POSTPARTUM CARE | A research team led by
Department of Internal Medicine faculty Jennifer Callaghan-Koru, Ph.D., MHS,
and Pearl McElfish, Ph.D., MBA, in the UAMS Office of Community Health has
been awarded $15 million from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute
(PCORI) to study the best mechanisms for postpartum follow-up with new mothers to
reduce maternal mortality and morbidity.
READ MORE

 

https://news.uams.edu/2023/04/19/uams-awarded-15-million-for-study-comparing-approaches-to-postpartum-care/
https://news.uams.edu/2023/04/19/uams-awarded-15-million-for-study-comparing-approaches-to-postpartum-care/


NEUROLOGICAL RESEARCH | The
National Institutes of Health (NIH) has
awarded a $1.8 million grant to Fang
Zheng, Ph.D., Associate Professor of
Pharmacology and Toxicology, to
continue collaborative research that
could lead to new treatments for
epilepsy and other neurological
diseases.
READ MORE

RAPID GENOMIC TESTING | Two
national grants are helping Se-Ran Jun,
Assistant Professor of Biomedical
Informatics, and colleagues twoard
their goal of providing rapid, life-saving
genomic information to doctors treating
the most dangerous antibiotic-resistant
infections.
READ MORE

Extramural Awards

Congratulations to College of Medicine faculty members who recently received
new extramural grants. This monthly list, courtesy of the COM Research Office,
excludes clinical trials and awards under $10,000, as well as grants we have
previously reported and those highlighted above.

https://news.uams.edu/2023/03/30/uams-researcher-awarded-1-8-million-to-study-potential-treatments-for-neurological-diseases/
https://news.uams.edu/2023/03/30/uams-researcher-awarded-1-8-million-to-study-potential-treatments-for-neurological-diseases/
https://news.uams.edu/2023/03/27/nih-nsf-fund-uams-study-of-rapid-genomic-testing-to-aid-treatment-of-dangerous-antibiotic-resistant-infections/
https://news.uams.edu/2023/03/27/nih-nsf-fund-uams-study-of-rapid-genomic-testing-to-aid-treatment-of-dangerous-antibiotic-resistant-infections/


Steven Barger, Ph.D., Department of Geriatrics, R01, “Role of glucose transport in
Alzheimer's disease pathogenesis,” NIH, (4/15/2023–03/31/2028), $1,912,500.
 
Andrew Brown, Ph.D., Department of Biostatistics, SCISIPBIO: Maximizing the
Value of Sex-Inclusive Research Policies Through Analytical Rigor, National Science
Foundation, (3/6/2023-4/30/2027), $264,424.
 
Sue T. Griffin, Ph.D., Department of Geriatrics, R01, “Neuroinflammation, Protein
Aggregates, ApoE4 Drug Targeting, and Autophagy Rescue,” NIH, (5/01/2023-
1/31/2028), $2,351,655.
 
Charles O’Brien, Ph.D., Department of Internal Medicine, COBRE Phase II,
NIH/National Institute of General Medical Sciences, (4/1/2023-1/31/2028),
$11,475,000.
 
Robert Wolfe, Ph.D., Department of Geriatrics, Post Menopause NCBA, National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, (3/15/2023-1/1/2025), $410,010.

Intramural Grants

Congratulations to the Spring 2023 recipients of intramural pilot awards from the
COM Office of Research. Grants of $25,000 were awarded to for pilot programs
with high probability of extramural funding:

Lu Dai, Ph.D., Department of Pathology
Samir Jenkins, Ph.D., Department of Radiation Oncology
Angus MacNicol, Ph.D., Department of Neurobiology and Developmental Sciences
Xuming Zhang, Ph.D., Department of Microbiology and Immunology

 

Call for Proposals | Sturgis Grants
The COM Research Office is accepting proposals
for Sturgis Foundation Grants through Monday,
May 1. These grants support research on diabetes
and diabetes-related conditions. Click here to apply.
Email Jessica Bulmanski, COM Research Program
Manager, for questions about the grant submission
process. Other inquiries can be addressed to Dr.
Paul Drew, Assistant Dean for Research.

 

https://medicine.uams.edu/research/funding/intramural/sturgis/
https://medicine.uams.edu/research/funding/intramural/sturgis/
mailto:JEBulmanski@uams.edu
mailto:drewpauld@uams.edu


The UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller
Cancer Institute recently awarded
$850,000 in grants to 15 researchers
through Seeds of Science, which
provides support for promising cancer
research in its early stages as well as
studies that unite teams of researchers
addressing the most pressing issues
related to cancer treatment and
outcomes. READ MORE

 

Arkansas Children's Research Institute (ACRI)
recently announced the 2023 Marion B. Lyon Revocable
Trust New Scientist Development Awards.
Congratulations to Pediatrics faculty members:
Elijah Bolin, M.D., Pediatric Cardiology
Amber Morse, M.D., Pediatric Emergency Medicine
Megha Sharma, M.D., Neonatology 
READ MORE

Back to the Top 
 

Accolades
Have you read the latest Accolades from Interim Dean
Dr. G. Richard Smith? The weekly email highlights
recent honors and accomplishments of COM faculty,
staff, residents and students. You can also read
Accolades here. If you know someone who deserves a
shout-out, send your ideas to COM Internal
Communications.

UAMS team members and students named in Accolades this month:

https://inside.uams.edu/news/2023-seeds-of-science-awards-support-promising-cancer-research/
https://inside.uams.edu/news/2023-seeds-of-science-awards-support-promising-cancer-research/
https://app.box.com/s/tjcsx7e2oqkt9g4k5dnorcf79jkdf837
https://app.box.com/s/tjcsx7e2oqkt9g4k5dnorcf79jkdf837
https://medicine.uams.edu/about-the-college/features/accolades/
https://medicine.uams.edu/about-the-college/features/accolades/
mailto:cominternalcommunications@uams.edu


Kaleb Abram
Neha Anand
Konstantinos
Arnaoutakis
Brett Bailey
Sally Barnes
Melanie Beehler
Ethan Clement
Geoffrey Curran
Ryan Dare
David Davies
Alan Diekman
Paul Drew
Nicole Emery
Gabrielle Gauthier
Nick Gowen
James Graham
Kelly Hamman
Joseph Henske
Lindsey Herberger
Liza Hill
Laura Hobart-Porter
Laura Hollenbach

Supriya Jambhekar
Hanna Jensen
Emma Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Se-Ran Jun
Mary Katherine Kimbrough
Thomas Kiser
Atul Kothari
Angela Kyzer
Courtney Lambert
Zachary Lewis
Katherine Lusardi
Neil Masangkay
Michail Mavros
Mollie Meek
Rachel Millner
Mark Mosby
Sonia Orcutt
Claire Peterson
Shona Ray-Griffith
Madeline Richards
Juan Carlos Rico

Katy Rose
Eric Rosenbaum
Stacy Rudnicki
Kiley Schlortt
Amy Scurlock
Rosalia C.M. Simmen
Rachel Slotcavage
Kathryn Stambough
Laura Stanley
Leslie Stone
Graham Strub
Lindsey Sward
Samidha Tripathi
Zulema Udaondo
Tobias Vancil
Stephanie Veach
William Ventres
Josh Welch
Deidre Wyrick
Jennifer York
Melissa Zielinski

COM departments represented  in Accolades this month:

Biochemistry/Molecular Biology
Biomedical Informatics
Emergency Medicine
Family/Preventive Medicine
Internal Medicine
Neurobiology/Developmental Sciences
Neurology
Obstetrics/Gynecology

Otolaryngology-Head/Neck Surgery
Pathology
Pediatrics
Physical Medicine/Rehabilitation
Physiology/Cell Biology
Psychiatry
Radiology
Surgery

Back to the Top 
 

The COMmunication is published monthly to highlight key events, initiatives and
developments in the COM, introduce new faculty members and leaders, and shine a
spotlight on our work in education, research, clinical care and service to Arkansas. To view
past issues, visit the COMmunication webpage. Comments, questions and suggestions for
improvements are always welcome. Call Tamara Robinson, Senior Communications Writer,
at 526-5163, or click the red button below to email the COMmunication.

Comments? Ideas? Email Us!

UAMS College of Medicine | 4301 W. Markham, #550 | Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
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